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This reform would put the administra-
- tion of justice on a better fooling
throughout the State, and in his opinion
no expense would be too great to ensure
that justice should he administered
thoroughly, as eompared with the fact
that perhaps a score of men in a year
were put in prisen unjustly. What a
dreadful thing for a man to be subjected
te a term of six months' imprisonment
by an inexperienced magistrate, on tes-
timony which a professional Judge. would
not listen to for a moment. Such things
could not happen in a metropolitan dis-
trict, because public opinion and the
vigilance of the Press wounld prevent such
scandals. But in communities remote
from the eentre there was no Press to
expose these wrongs, and magisirates
who had no proper training for the ad-
ministration of justice should not he
allowed to go on committing men to
prison under summary jurisdietion, with-
out the right of trial by jury. The right
of appeal as it existed at present was an
absolute barrier to a man in trying to get
justice ; for there was first the right of
appeal by way of re-hearing, secondly
the right of appeal by case stated. As
to appeal by way of re-hearing, a man
who had heen fined £10 or sentenced to
a term of imprisonment had that right ;
and the re-hearing would be not on the
evidence, but on the magistrate’s imper-
feet notes of evidence taken, also the
prisoner appealing must give security
for eosts of the appeal, which wonld in
no ease be less than £25. That form of
appeal in a district away from a papu-
lous centre would be heard by the same
magistrate who had convicted in the
comrt below ; and as it would be an ap-
peal from his own judgment previously
given, the unfortunate man who was
appealing would, if innocent, have a very
poor chance of getting the previous judg-
ment reversed. As to appeal by case
stated, that would go before the Supreme
Court, and the Judges would have got
the magistrate’s notes of the evidence
showing that the committing magistrate
had found certain faets proved ; so in
that case there would be a poor chance
of getting the judgment reversed. In
this form of appeal also there are many
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teclinicalities to be complied with be-
fore the appeal eould be heard, and it
would be difficult in some eases, if not
impossible,to have all these formalitiesat-
tended to properly, where solicitors were
not available. Some half-dozen elauses
in the Bill set forth sentences which
might be imposed under summary juris-
diction for stated offences, the power of
sentencing prisoners summarily being ex-
tended underthe Bill from 3 to 12 months.
Surely the paltry amount of money it
would cost the country to get juries and
to give a fair trial, as compared with the
faet that justice was now administered
by inexperienced magistrates performing
in most cases dual functions and not
trained in a legal sense, should not pre-
vent the right of appeal being given as
proposed in the clause.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary,
progress reported and leave given to sit
again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at B.17 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Negislative EHssembly,
Thureday, 15th August, 1907

Joint Standing Orders, Amendments adopted ...
Motion: Police AdmuusbrshOn,toInqu.i:e debate
conciuded

Paae

Questions : Railway Emplo_yeas, Fines . 819

Police Benefit Fund .. . 839

Police Reward Fund 839

Ealla Balla Jetty and Whim Creak Trnmwny 840

Federal Tariff, Effect . 840

Billa: Fremanile Gra.vmg Dock, 1. 840
Port Hedland-Marble Bar B.mlwn.y, 28. con-

cluded o 882

Ma Act Amendment. 8. ... . 883

Police Force (Consolidation), L&, . 533

80

80

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.



Railwoy Employees.

QUESTION — RAILWAY EM-
PLOYEES, FINES.

Mr. BOLTON asked the Minister for
Radlways: What is the total amount of
cash in hand, in the fund made up of
fines from employees of the Railway De-
partment to date?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : £1,948 7s. 10d,

QUESTION—POLICE BENEFIT
FUND.

Mr. TROY asked the Premier: 1, Has
an inereased rate of contribution been
recently imposed on members of the
Police Force who subscribe towards the
Police Benefit Fund? 2, What is the
amonnt of the increase per member? 3,
What was the rate of contribution prior
to the inerease? 4, From what date did
the new rate take effect? 35, Who auth-
orised the levy? G, Why such inerease
was necessary? 7, What amounnt stood to
the credit of the Police Benefit Fund on
the 30th June, 19072 3, Were any of the
subscribers consulted concerning the in-
creased rate? 9, Is it a fact that many
of those affected by this new arrangement
were not even notified that a change was
to be made? 10, Did the Police Depart-
meut pay rewards {o certain of ifs mem-
bers for aets of merit from the funds of
the Police Benefit Fund? 11, Are Sub-
inspeetors on their promotion to Inspee-
tors paid their allowance from the Bene-
fit Fund? 12, If so, why are these men
paid what should be a retiring allow-
ance while their services are still retained 2
13. Has the Police Benefit Fund ever been
aundited? 14, Has a balance sheet ever
heen published for the information of
subseribers? 15, If not, why not? 16.
Have the subscribers to the fund any re-
presentative on the Board to proteet their
inlerests? 17, If not, will the Govern-
ment be prepared to allow them proper
renresentation on the Board controlling
their own funds? 13, Who comprises the
present Board, and do its members eon-
tribute towards the fund they control?
19, Have the present Board been em-
powered to determine the amount (if
any) payable from the fund to members
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of the force who have served with in-
different conduet? 20, What is the defi-
nition of “indifferent counduct?”’

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
The increased rate is 3 per eent. of the
pay of each mewmber of the foree, as
below: SBub-Inspectors, £300 per annum,
L3s. per month; Sub-Tnspectors, £275 per
annuny, 13= 0d. per month; Sub-Inspee-
tors, £225 per annum. 11s. dd. per month;
Sergeants, 10s, per wonth; Corporals, Ss.
9d. per month; First Class Conglables, 7=,
d. per monthi; Second Class, Gs. 9d. per
monih; Detectives, 114, per month; De-
tective Sergeants, 1Is. 94. per month. 3,
See below—Sub- [nspector, 6s. per month;
Sergeant, 5s. per month; Coxswain orv
Corporal and Detectives, 4s. per month;
1st Class Constables, 3s. per month; 2nd
Class (‘onstables, 2s. 6d. per month.
Note.—The éncrease is the difference be-
tween No. 2 and No. 3. 4, 1st July,
1907. 5, The Govermment, as a result of
the investigation of the Fund made by
the Government Aetuary, Mr. Owen. 6,
To place the Fund on a thoroughly sol-
vent basis. 7, £10,704 1ds. 2d. 8, Yes.
9, No; notification of change was sent to
each station. 10, Noj; they are paid from
a separate fund termed the Police Re-
ward Fund. 11, Yes. 12, Because there
is no provision for inspectors under the
Regulations of the Police Benefit Fund,
to which they cease to eontribute on pro-
motion to the rank of inspector. 13,
Yes; annnally. 14, Yes; annually in the
report of the Commissioner of Police.
15, See 14. 16, Yes; the Commissioner
of Police. 17, Yes. 18, The Under
Secretary, Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment, the Under Treasurer, the Commis-
sioner of Police. They do not eontribute
towards the fund. 19, Yes. 20, Un-
satisfactory conduct generally, in the
opinion of the Board, as diselosed in the
officer’s record sheel.

QUESTION—POLICE REWARD
FUND.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
What are the partieular servieces which
entitle members of the Police Force to
participate in the Annual Reward Fund?
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2, By whom are they recommended? 3,
What standard of efficiency entitles the
recipients to be deemed worthy of the
reward ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Exceptional
services of skill, intelligence, or bravery
in the discharge of their duties. 2, The
Commissioner of Police. 3, There is no
standard; each case is governed by its
own exceptional merit,

QUESTION—BALLA BALLA JETTY
AND WHIM CREEK TRAMWAY.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Works : 1, For what term is the Balla
Balla Jeity leased ? 2, Who is the
lessee ¥ 3, What is the rental ¥ 4,
Under what Act of Parliament was a
coneession granted for the construction
of a Tramway at Whim Creek %

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, Two years and nine meonths,
commeneing 1st July, 1907, subject to the
nsual eonditions governing all jetties
leased by the Government and providing
for eancellation by one month’s notice if
the trade interests of other people are
not being satisfactorily condueted. 2, H.
R. Sleeman. 3, £150 per annum. 4, No
concession has been granted. A lease
under the Mining Aet has been granted
to the Whim Creek Copper Company
to construct a tramway from their mine
to the proposed site of their smelter near
Balla Balla and thence to a Jetty.

QUESTION—FEDERAL TARIFF,
EFFECT.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Premier : 1,
Has he made representations to the Act-
ing DPrime Minister regarding the in-
jurious effect which the proposed new
tariff, if adopted, will have upon West-
ern Australian agricultural, mining, and
manifactaring industries, and the in-
crease in the cost of living which it will
entail. 2, If not, is 1t s intention to
make such representations. 3, If not,
why nof.

The PREMIER replied : The Govern-
ment are already taking aetion in regard
to obtaining information on this ques-
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tion, and the Government Aectuary is
now busy investigating the proposed
Federal Tariff, As soon as his report i
available the Government will determine
what action it is most desirable to take,
and inform the House without delay.

BILL—FREMANTLE GRAVING
DOCK.

Bill to authorise the construction of a
graving dock at Fremantle, introduced
by the Minister for Works and vead a
frst time.

JOINT STANDING ORDERS.

Message from the Legislative Couneil
asking for coneunrrence in amendments of
the Joint Standing Orders, now con-
sideved.

Tihe PREMIER : T beg to move the
adoption of the amendments of the Joint
Standing Orders, as in the message of
the Legislative Council. The alteration
set out in the first portion of the message
is, I understand, the practice at the pre-
sent time. With regard to the Standing
Orders Committee, we have already de-
cided fo increase the number. I under-
stand there is no opposition by the mem-
bers of the Standing Orders Committee
to the proposed nmendments.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—POLICE  ADMINISTRA-
TION, TO INQUIRE,

Debate resumed from the 31st July,
on the motion by Mr. Bath : “That a
select committee be appointed to inguire
into the administration of the Police
Department.”

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore} :
The Leader of the Opposition when in-
troducing the motion, prefaced his re-
marks by the statement that he did not
intend to cast any reflection upon the
administration but rather to refer to the
practice which is being adopted in con-
nection with promotions and the manage-
ment of the Police Benefit Fund, and also
with regard to the present procedure in
regard to redressing grievances. He also
stated he was of opinion that the Colo-
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nial Secretary’s Department lent itself
wmore to the pruning knife than any other
- department in view of the faet that it
was more an administrative department
than the oihers. He went on to make
comparisons between the eost of police
administration in Western Australia and
that of the Eastern States. His com-
parisens were on a per capita basis and he
then stated that in VWestern Australia the
cost per head of the population at the pre-
sent time was 10s. I would like to make
a slight correction there, for the cost is
9s. 5d., and T would also state, in justice
to the present permanent lLead of the
department, that the cost has been re-
duced during his administration from
12s. 44. to what it is at the present time,
namely 9s. 5d. The hon. member in re-
ferring to the cost in the other States
said that the amount per head in Queens-
land at the present time was Js5. 10d.
The cost mow in that State is 6s. 8d.
The hon. member also omitted to mention
that in South Australia the eost of police
administration for the Northern Terri-
tory is something like £8,000 per annum.
While reckoning out the cost of poliee
administration in Western Ausiralia, we
must all recognise that the circumstances
are very different here from, and are in
no way analogous to, those in the East-
ern Siates. [Mr. Holman : They are
similar to Queensland.] I do not think they
are, masmuch as we have a mueh larger
area to adminisier, practically amounting
to one million square miles as compared
with abont half that area in Queensland.
There is another point that should be
mentioned, and that is, in view of the
rapid development of the resources of
this State, we attracted a larger male
population here than exists in the East-
ern States, and it can readily be under-
stood that the cost of police protection
is naturally higher where there is a large
male population. I have made inquiries

and find that in vreeard to the
proportion of the adult males to
the total population we stand very
much ahead of any of the States

The proportion in Western Australia at
the present time of adult males to the
total population is 41 per cent., as
against Queensland 31.32, New South

“h
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Wales 28.8, Vietoria 27, New Zealand 31,
South Australia 26.3, Tasmania 26. So
that you will see there is a difference
between 41 per cent. in Western Aus-
tralia and 26.3 per ecent. in South Aus-
tralia. T maintain that it follows neces-
sarily that the mere fact of there being
a larger male population here tends to
increase the cost of police administration.
Another reason that was given by the
member as accounting for the higher cost
of the adwministrationofihe Police Depart-
ment was that he considered the percentage
of commissioned officers to the rank and
file f£ar in excess of what it is in the Bast-
ern States, and in other eountries outside
Australia. And he said the police force
was very much like an army with nearly
all officers and very few rank and file.
I find the member «uoted the proportions
in the various States, and said that in
Western Anstralia the percentage of com-
missioned officers to rank and file was 1
in 27.  After making inquirtes in the
Police department I find that at the
present time the pereentage is 1 in 33,
and we hope by the end of the year that
the percentage will be reduced {o 1 in
36.7. This is dne to the faet that two
vaeancies have occurred and the positions
are not to be filled. There was the
lamented death of Inspector Connor at
Albany, and we do not intend to fill that
position by an officer of equal rank;
then there is Inspector Newlands, who
was for some time inspector at Northam
and at Kalgoorlie, and it is proposed
that he should be retired and not re-
placed. So that consequently the per-
centage will be reduced to 1 in 36. I
think that is approximately what the
hon. member auoted in regard to onme or
two of the other States. The hon. mem-
ber farther referred to the faet that the
duties of one of the commissioned offi-
cers at the present time were confined to
the supervising of six mounfed con-
stables in Perth and one or two of the
adjoining suburbs of Perth, but I find
on inquiry the officer referred to has un-
der his controel in all 39 constables, not
six a5 we might infer from the remarks
of the Leader of the Opposition. At the
present time in  Perth there are

two officers, the inspeetor referred to and
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a sub-inspector eonirolling the whole of
the City police. The superintendent, al-
though having a general control, his
duties are not counfined to Perth, for a
good proportion of his time is devoted
to travelling to different parts of the
State to make inquiries into the efficieney
of the force and in investigating charges
against officers and wmen in diffevent parts
of the State; so that the hon. member can
hardly characterise that officer as heing
a permanent officer attached to the City
police. In no case, I understand, is an
inspector and sergeant in one distriet.

Mr. Bath: What about Bunbury?

The PREMIER: I was going to refer
to that place, for there the inspector
takes charge of the whole of the district,
Inspector Holines, the senior offieer, is in
charge of the distriet, and there is a ser-
geant at the sub-stations of Bunbury,
Albany, and at different other stations.
But the inspector is travelling the greater
part of his time, and it is necessary that
a senior non-comissioned officer should be
stationed at the important stations. That
police distriet had orviginally two inspec-
tors, Inspector Connor at Albany, and
Inspector Holmes at Bunbury; now the
two districts are combined under one eom-
missioned officer; bul serpeants will he
retained at the principal stations.

Mr. Taylor: How long has that been
done?

The PREMIER: Inspector Connor was
drowned early in the year and no appoint-
ment has been made to fill the vacancy.
The Leader of the Opposition referred to
the fact that officers tried to justify theic
position by military eontrol, which often
caused pin pricks, and that members of
the force found it impossible to obtain
redress. He quoted the case of Tyler,
which many members have had an oppor-
tunily of inguiring into. On more than
one occasion the papers have been laid
on the Table and members have had an
opportunity of secing whether Constable
Tyler was cruelly ill-treated or not. The
member for Mount Margaret was Col-
onial Secretary when the matter was
brought before Liim, and he will have an
oppartunity of saving whether the man
received just {reatment or not. I may
gay Tyler approsched me eonstantly on
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this maiter, and eventuatly T deeided to.
Lave farther iugairies made notwithstand-
ing the fact that an inguiry had becn,
held; and from what 1 understand the
board waz constituted aceording to the-
procedure adepted nnder lhe Aef, and
consisted of the resident magistrale, an.
officer of the Police Departient, and a
local justice of the peace. The hoard
whieh ijuquired first of all into Tyler's.
case was comprised of the resident mag-
istrate of York, Inspector MeKenna of
Fremantle, who was sent to York specially-
in connection with Tylel’s case, while
the third member of the board was the
mayor of Northam. Tyler at thzt time
was represented by eounsel and  had
every opportunity of proving his case.
Later ou he approached me and 1 asked,
the police magistrate to go thoroughly
mbo the case, to get Tyler before him
again and see if he desired to procure
any additional evidence, and everything
possible was done to see that the man had:
justice. I took more than an ordinary
interest in the matter from the fact that
I had known Tyler more than 20 years,
from the time he was a mail driver. He
was & man T had always had a good
opinion of, and I was desirous of seeing
if any injustice had been done. and if
so that it should be rectified. No doubt
he laboured under a sense of injustice
with the rvesult that he fired on the Com-
missioner of Police. Members who have
gone inte the papers will be eonvinced
that in this case every opportunity was.
given for inquiry, and I maintain that in
this case no injustice has been done to
any extent.

3Mr. Tador: Only in Tyler’s own mind.

The PREMIER: That is so; as far as
the man is eoncerned there is ne doubt
his mind was unhinged. He wrote
threatening letters to me on several ncea-
sions but when he came before me he was
appavently rational enough and talked
sensibly, but when outside he made all
sorts of wild statements. Another case
referred to by the hon. member was that
of Constable Hume. He was reinstated
after legal proeeedings had been taken.
I am informed that Constable Home was
reinstated in the service because there
were very good grounds for i¢, and an
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opportunity was given to me to see the
file dealing with this subject, and a copy
«of the minute written in connection with
ihis matter is as follows:—
#“Ex-P.C. Hume was removed from
ithe Police Force on accouni of his
being found in his camp with a native
girl, Cirenmstances have since arisen
which have caused me to arrive at the
opinion that he has been harshly dealt
with. T therefore recommend for the
approval of the Hon. the Colonial Sec-
retary that the ex-constable be rein-
stated. AN facts connected with the
ease are included in the acecompanying
file.”
That was the case ; after the injustice
was done additional facts were brought
before the Commissioner with the result
that he wrote the minute I have just
read, which members will recognise is an
evidence that the Commissioner was de-
sirous, whan an injustice was pointed out
to him, to see that justice was done and
the police constable was reinstated.

Mr. Bath : After he threatened a legal
action.

The PREMIER : I have no reeord of
a legal action, but the facts of the case
were gome into by the Commissioner.

The last mentioned referred to ex-police

constable Vaughan. He was retrenched
from the Railway Department quite re-
cently, and appointed again to the police
force. He got a position as lock-up
cleaner, at a daily wage of 8s. He is
not a member of the foree at all
Vanghan is a constable I have known for
gome time, and I am not quite sure i1f hLe
was dismissed from the force or resigned,
but he secured an appointment in the
Railway Department as caretazker or
night watchkman and quite recently he was
retrenchesd and afterwards secured a tem-
porary appointment as lock-up eleaner
at Fremantle, where he is working at the
present time at a daily wage of 8s. and
is liable to be dismissed at any time.

Mr. Taylor : He had a pretty bad re-
cord.

The PREMIER : The reasons given
hy the member for the inquiry were as
he stated, that he did not consider there
were proper means of promotion, that the
administration of the benefit fund was
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not satisfactory, and as to the meaps of
vetirement. I have already pointed ont
what has taken plage in regard to the
two instances quoted, and I may say that
every commissioned officer and constable
can demand an inguiry when a charge
is bronght against bim ; and the board
in such cases consists of a resident magi-
strate, a police officer, and the mayor of
the town as a rule in which the man
happens to reside.

Mr. Angwin : More ofien a personal
friend of the officer.

Mr. Taglor : Oh, no. X

The PREMIER : Wlich oflicer, the
coustable 7 That is the procedure always
adopted, and I nnderstand it has given
satisfaction. Witk a board appointed
like that it must be recognised that any
verdict arrived at would be fair and just.

Mr. Bath : The police officer generally
put on the board is the superior officer
who lays the complaint,

Mr. Taylor : No,

The PREMIER : T have just pointed
ont that in the case of Tyler, instead of
putting Inspector Newland, his superior
officer at Northam, on the board, Inspec-
tor MeIKenna of Fremantle was placed
on the board.

Mr. Bath : That was an exceptional
case.
The PREMIER : T eaunot go into

other cases.

Mr. Taylor : When I held office, in two
of three cases officers were appointed in
the manner in which you have pointed
oul.

The PREMIER : Any constable has
an opporlunity of interviewing the Com-
missioner, or if he is absent in the
country he has an opportunity of plac-
ing his views Dbefore the Commissioner
by writing. At the same fime a con-
stable can go from the Commissioner
and appeal to the Minister, and I un-
dersiand on these oceasions the Commis-
sioner makes the appoiniment so that
the constable will have an opportunity
of meeting the Minisier and laying his
complaint hefore him. In that respect
I consider, as far as the members of the
police foree are concerned, they are in a
betler position than ordinary civil ser-
vants.
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BIr. Collier : And You never find the
Minister reversing the decision of the
Commissioner.

The PREMIER : In regard to the
administration of the police fund, which
the Leader of the Opposition referred
to, I have given this afterncon some in-
formation in reply to a question asked
by the member for Mount Magnet, which
will give members sonte idea of the posi-
tion of the administration of the fund.
1 would like to point ont that the Gov-
ernment Actuary, Mr. Owen, has gone
carefully into the matter, and his recom-
mendations have been adopted. At the
time he made the report, the fund was
not solvent; and at the request of the
Government he went thoroughly into the
matter with the objeet of making an in-
quiry and submitting recommendations
which would in his opinion place the fund
on a solid foundation.

Mr. Bath: It is not likely to be placed
on a solid foundation when the Commis-
sioner gives a man £400 or £500 upon his
promotion to the rank of sub-inspector.

The PREMIER: The report referred
to by the Commissioner of Police in his
annual report, as to the changes effected
as a result of Mr. Owen’s inquiry, is as
follows:—

“As a result of the examination into
the condition of the fund by the Gov-
ernment Actuary, the board, as you are
aware, recommended an increased con-
tribution by the members of the foree
participating in its benefits, amounting
to 3 per cent. of their pay instead of
the rates hitherio enforeced. The pro-
posal, T amn pleased to say, was adopted
by the Government; and to farther in-
sure the solvency of the fund, the an-
nual subsidy was increased from £1,000
to a £ for £ contribution with the
amount paid by the police. The privi-
leges and gratuities in the past in force
are preserved, except in one or two
small details. Formerly probationers
did not pay into the fund, yet when
calenlating the amount of the gratuity
the period of probation was taken into
aceount. This was rightly regarded as
inequitable, and the rule was accord-
ingly amended so thai a member's time
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of service dates from his appointment
as a second-class constable. A farther
amendment in the direction of enabling
a sergeant on promotion to the com-
missioned ranks to draw Lis gratuity
was agreed to; and with these few al-
terations the fund hLas ben placed on a
perfectly solvent basis.

The fund is controlled by a board con-
sisting the Commissioner of Police, the
Under Treasurer and the Under Secre-
tary (Colonial Secretary’s Department).
Up to June 30th last the contributions
by membhers of the force amounted to
£875 annually; and as the State gave the
greafer portion (£1,000), it can scarcely
be said that the men were unjustly treated
by having no representation on the board.
Now that the Government have made an
alteration, and are contributing at the
rate of £ for £ subsidy, I thick it only
fair and reasonable that the men should
have an opportunity of being represented
on the board; and in that respect I agree
with the mover's contention that it would
be advisable to alter the eonstitution of
the hoard administering the Police Bene-
fit Fund. This would mean that the mem-
bers of the police force would nominate
a member of the foree as their representa-
tive. The representation on the hoard
would then consist of the Under Secre-
iary, the Under Treasurer, and one other
to be nominated by the members of the
police furee. The Commissioner of Police
would withdraw. We are prepared to
alter the constitution of the board so
that the members of the force may have
direct representation. In thal respect the
mover’s argument I consider a good one,
and we are pleased to fall in with his
suggestion. Arrangements will be made
accordingly, so that the eontributors to
the fund may obtain representation on
the board. I scarcely think it can be
contended that a case has been made out
for a select committee in this connection.
In regard to the grievances stated by the
hon. member, I have endeavoured to deal
with the three points raised; and in re-
gard to the matter of the administration
of the fund I am prepared to fall in

with this suggestion, and the Government
will aceordingly provide for this repre-
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sentation. The appnintment of a select
committee would enfail considerable ex-
pense, and no commensurate advantage
may be expected to result. The police,
as has been already pointed out, is a
semi-military body, with duties entirely
distinet from those of any other section
of the public service; they require speeial
qualifications, and special powers are
given into their hands in the exeeution
of their duties. It is therefore necessary
that the strictest control  should
be exercised by the officer in charge.
The regnlations are on all-fours
with the Police Acts and regula-
tions in operation in other States of
the Commonwealth, while the Cominis-
sioner here has the same power, and no
more, as the Commissioners in the other
States. Quite recently a Royal Commis-
sion was appointed in Victoria to deal
with the administration of the police
foree ; but after the commission had been
sitting for two or three months, the Gov-
ernment of the day were so dissatisfied
with the way things were going that the
commnission was quashed by the present
Premier, Mr. Bent. I think it is not at
all advisable in an organisation of this
kind that any outside influence should be
brought to hear on its management. This
organisation, as I bave said, is a semi-
militaty one, and to my mind it is essen-
tial that the officer in command should
have certain powers; and I may add
that in the case of the present Commis-
sioner those powers have not been ex-
ceeded in any way. The Commissioner
is always prepared to listen to complaints
made by the men, and in all cases where the
men have desired to take those complaints
farther, he has been prepared to provide
for their going before the Minister. The
only real justifieation that eould be ad-
duced for an inquiry of this kind would
be evidence of gross inefficiency or
favouritism ; and I do not think any
charge can be made against the admini-
stration in vegard either to favomritism
or gross inefliciency. My experience
has been that the Commmissioner and his
officers are oply too anxious to give every
opportunity te air grievances; and I
think it would he unwise to appoint a
select committee to go into this maiter.
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Mr. P. COLLTER (Boulder) : I am
sure that any bhon. member who has a
knowledge of the working of the police
force of this State will regret that the
Premier has seen fit to oppose this
motion ; and I am sure there is greater
cause for discontent amongst members of
the police force than among any other
section of the publie service, No one
who lhas had opportunity of coming into
touch with embers of the force can but
have found the dissatisfaction that exists
among them. Everybody who has ever
met a constable in a highway or a by-way
must have realised that. "The point that
appeals to me is that while there is dis-
satisfaction among members of the foree,
we are largely wasting our time in sitting
in this House passing laws; becanse after
all, the efficiency in carrying out those
laws depends on the calibre of the men
in our police force. In the first place, I
contend there is great need for this in-
quiry, because the salaries paid to the
men are totally inadequate ; they are ab-
solutely the lowest-paid body of men, not
only in the public service, but the lowest-
paid elass in the community. Two-thirds
of the men in the police force rank as
second-class constables, and the pay at-
taching to that rank is 7s. O6d. per day.
On the goldfields, with lodging and gold-
fields.allowances, the pay amounts in the
case of a second-class constable to 9s. 114.
per day, and for a first-class constable
to 10s. 11d. per day. There is no class
of men on the goldfields, no matter what
the nature of their employment, who do
not get more than 9s. 11d. per day. It
is a salary on which it is impossible for
a married man to keep a family. We
should, ahove all things, pay the members
of our police force a salary that will en-
able them to live above suspicion.

I may
point out to the Premier that the y;ge{h

paid to members of the force in-Vietoria
are considerably higher than are paid in
Western Australia ; and moreover there
are greater opportunities for promotion
in the other States than exist in this
State. We know that here a man, no
matter how capable he may be, unless he
can get the ear of his superior officer, may
for practically the whole of his Jife remain
in the police force of this State without
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reaching the rank of a first-class constable,
That is a question raised by the Leader
of the Opposition whichk was not
tonched by the Premier. I do not
remember that be touched on the
question of promotion at all in his
speech.  There appears not to be any
method of promotion in existenee in this
State. A constable has to depend on the
recommendation of his superior officer ;
and we know what that means in the
hack country, where perhaps there is a
sergeant, or perhaps a sub-inspector, in
charge of four or tive men ; that if a
constable lappens to offend his superior
officer, even though he be the best man
under the officer’s charge, that officer
will not recommend such constable for
promotion. Again, there are officers who
take an interest in their men and are con-
stantly recommending them for prome-
tion, while other officers are absolutely
indifferent ss to whether their men ever
move up. Hence the man who is lueky
enough to secure the favour of his super-
ior, or to be under an officer who takes
an interest in his men, has greater op-
portunity  for promoetion than a man
differently sitnated. The Premier stated
that the regulations existing in this State
are similar tu those of other States. All
I can say in this regard is that if it be
s0, it only proves that the vegulatipns in
the other States need altering also. The
regulations eontrolling the Police Benefit
Fund are to my mind absolutely unjust.
Althongh the Premier has promised to
make an alteration, it will not meet the
case. He has promised that in future
the board eontrolling that fund shall con-
sist of a representative of the men, the
Under Seerctary of the Colonial Secre-
tary’s Departient, and the Under Trea-
surer.  Why the Under Seeretary and
the Under Treasurer, men who do not
contithute to the fund at all 2

The Prémier : They will represent ihe
Government ; the Under Treasurer has
to find the subsidy money.

Mr. COLLIER : T am prepared to ad-
mit that the Government should have one
represeniative, hecause the Government
subsidize the fund ; but why should they
have two 2 The wmethod that has oh-
fained in the past is absolutely contrary
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te the fundamental principles of British
Justice=—a hoard of three members con-
trolling ihe distribution of funds pro-
vided by other men. The board sbould
eonsist only of a representative of the
Government and a representative of
those who contribute to the fund. [The
FPremier: You think there should be only
twa members of the board 7] Yes ; two
representatives of those who have an
mterest in the fund, the Government on
the one hand and those contributing to
the fund on the other hand. [Mr. Dag-
lish : What if they disagree 1] If they
disagree, they ecan appoint an indepen-
dent umpire, say a police magistrate, To
liave both the Under Treasurer and the
Under Seeretary would be practieally
wgiving the CGiovernment two representa-
tives, as the Under Seeretary, being a
departmental officer, wounld always be
guided by the Under Treasurer.

The Premier : How will the Govern-
ment be affected in any way, so long as
the fund is kept solvent ?

Mr. COLLIER : 1 suppose the Gov-
ernment are desirous of =eeing the fund
kept in a solvent condition.

The Premier : But what interest would
the Under Seecretary have, except to ad-
niinister the fund in the hest possible
way ?

Mr. COLLIER : He might have magy
interests in the direction of administering
the fund in a way that wounld eeonomise.
We kuow that, under fhe regulations,
the bhoavd has great powers as to the
distribution of the money. Notwith-
standing that a member of the force may
have paid into the fund for twelve years,
it is still within the power of the board
absolutely to refuse to give him a penny
if in their opinion he has heen guilty of
“ indifferent eonduct.”

The Premier : But it is stinply a frost
fund.

Mr. COLLIER: I know it is; hut
the board have the distribution of the
fund, and how the fund should be dis-
posed of is not laid down hard and fast.
The hoard have under ihe regulations
power to distribute funds as they think
fil. Here is nne of these ropulations:—

“The character and peruniary posi-
tion of the widow, and the nnmber of
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children of a deceased member of the

foree, will tnvariably be faken into
consideration when  reconunending
gratuities frowm the fund ; and it

shall be lawful tor tle board to apply
the gratuity granted to suelt widow or
orphan tor their benefit in sueh man-
ner as the board may deem fit.”

The eharacter and pecuniary position
of the widow,” ‘That means, if a man
has been somewhad thrifty, has secured a
home for himself, and has left a Dlittle
money to his widow, the board may con-
sider these Yaets a suflicient justifieation
tor withholding a portion of the gratu-
ity : wheveas if the decensed had been
thrittless and has died practically penni-
lexs, the board may take that as a reason
for miving a larger gratuity.  They have
the power under the regulation. T say,
that is wholly unfair. Any man who con-
tributes to a fund should know exactly
what he is entitled to at a given time.
and it showid not be left to the will or
whim of any two or three men to sav
wiat he or his whlow shall receive from
the fund., Another regulation pro-
vides :—

“1t shall he compelent for the beard
to vecommend the payment of gratu-
ilies in any deserving ecases not com-
prised in the fureguving clauses.”

The hoard ean grant gratuities as they
may think fit. Perhaps it was under
thix elastic provision that they recently
sranted €400 or £300 to an inspector.
As to the Premier’s remarks regarding
charges against members of the force,
T say there is great dissatisfaction with
the manner in which such charges arve
heard ; becpuse. as was pointed out by
the Leader of the Opposition, the inspec-
tor or the sub-inspector who sits on the
hoard is uswally the accusing officer. T
have that statement from various sourees.
{Mr. Taylor: He is, in some -cases.]
Very often he ix the accusing officer. I
notice that in the amending Police Bill
just pasced i another place, even that
provision is to he altered and the Com-
misstoner given the sole right at his own
sweet will to disiizs any man.  {Mr. Bol-
ton: The Bill is not vet law.] No; and
T sineevely hove it will not get through
this House. Some of the charges which

b
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may be laid against a eonstable appear
to me to he altogetlier unjust. Regulation
235 states:—* The charges against the
wembers of the furce will oceasionally be
of a somewhat general character.,” How
i= it possible for a constable to defend
hiwself from a charge of o somewhat
weneral charaeter! Sueh a procedure
does not obtain in any of our police
courtz.  There a ¢harge must he of a
specifie  character: because, as everyone
will realise, it is impossible for any man
to answer a charge of a peneral charae-
ter,  Again, 1he vegulations siate :—
“An  ofticer  hearing a charge as
above, if  he zives a decision and
wishes (v make any remarks on the
merits of the ease. may do so. When a
charge is dismissedsimply from adefect
of evidence nr some technical objeetion,
or from the evidence being of a very
conflicting natore, bnt where there is
no woral doubt that the offence was
eotimitted. an entry of the charge and
the deeision, with =uch explanatory re-
narks as may be considered necessary
should be made on ilie record sheet of
the acensed constable.”
Did vou ever hear of anyihing
unjust 7

Mr. Bath :
the record.

Mr. COLLIER : 1t is compulsory, al-
though the evidence ix zo conflicting that
the charge is dismissed. The reeord
would not matter =o much were it not
that when a gratuity hecomes due afier
pechaps twelve vears” sevvice. then though
the charge was (disinissed because the
evidence was not sufficient or was con-
flicting, the entry will tell against the
constable by redueing the gratuity e
will draw after his rwelve vears' serviee,
I never heard of a more unjust provision,
and it is impossible to imagine that any-
thing more unjust could exist, Perhaps
ironically, the regunlativns afterwards
provide :—

“ Little inconvenience will be ex-
perienced by prosecutor or accused if
it be horne in mind that proceedings
in privaie inguiries before officers of
the police should approximate as
nearly as possible to proceedings in or-
dinary -eurts of jostice?

more

[t is compulsory to make
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If that is the procedure in owlmary
courts of justice, I hope I shall never
get into a eourt of jnatice. As to the
reward fund, the Premier, replying to
one of my requests this evening, said re-
wards are granfed for exceptional skiil
and bravery. 1 have here a list of those
who participated last year in donations
from the fund ; and I am satisfied that
many if not most of the recipients did
not disfinguish themseilves during the
year by any exeeptional skill or bravery.

And it is remarkable that all this skill .

and bravery should be found amongst
members of the foree who are at the top
of the tree. The largest sum granted
out of the fund is £10. We have at the
head of the list Detective-Sergeants Par-
kinson, -£10 ; Walsh, £10 ; Kavanagh,
£10 ; and Detective Mann, £10. If these
sums are distributed solely on the basis
of merit and bravery, it is remarkable
that all the bravery is at the top of the
tree. [M». Taylor : It proves that the
good . men have been promoted.] It
proves that they have a “pull” on the
fund. We find the largesi reward that
a constable receives is £2 ; and it 1s re-
markable that there is not an extraor-
dinarily brave or clever man amongst
any of the constables. But if we peruse
the list we find that the Premier's state-
ment is not correet. One of the men
who received £6 last yvear from the fund
is the constable who photographs the
prisoners in Fremantle gaol. Did he
-display any conspicuous bravery in that
position ¢ [Mr. Taylor : He may be
skilled in photography.] He may be
skilled ; but T am unable to =ee that he
needs any courage. Then again, we have
Constable Lesce, editor of the Police
Gazette, who received £5 last year. Is
there any partieular bravery or mmerit
in editing that paper ? [The Premier :
Lesse is brave enough.] So he may be ;
but if he is brave he is not in a position
to exhibit his bravery when editing the
Police Gazette. In the list are 20 detec-
tives and plain-clothes constables who
receive a total of £101 ; while 25 con-
stables receive a total of £62, mostly made
up of sums of £2 and £3 each. Surely
this shows that the men who participate
in the fund are the men who have some
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“pull” on it; Dbeeause, if the fund -
were distributed for merit or for
bravery, the men who do the really

dangerous work, who risk their lives and
pad about the streets all night long,
should get the bulk of the reward. More-
over, even if a detective or a plain-clothes
constable does exhibit bravery or special
skill, is he not paid for it? TIs it not his
duty? And is he not rewarded by the
faet that he has greater opportunities
of promotion than the uniform constable?
Each of the detectives who drew £10 last
year is receiving £26 a wmonth for his
skill and bravery, and is amply rewarded
by having opportunities of distinguishing
himself and of thereby rising to a higher
position later on, which opportunities are
not enjoyed to the same extent by the
uniform constable.  The whole distribu-
tion of the reward fund is an absolute
farce, and it ought to be at once abolish-
ed. If we arve to reward a man for
special skill or bravery, hold out to him
opportunities for promotion, instead of
a paltry sum like £2 or £3 which is ahso-
Intely useless. [Mr. Taylor: How would
you decide on his merits?] How is the
decision arvived at now, in distribnting
the reward fund?

The Premier: The point is, we have
not the necessary vacancies. You are
complaining that there are too many
officers.

Mr. COLLIER: I am not complaining
of the number of officers; I say I am not
in a position to judge of that. Nor am
I complaining of the cost of the depart-
meni, but T am eomplaining of the dis-
satisfaction that exists in the rank and
file of the force. Two-thirds of the force
consist of second-class constables who
are paid 7s. 6d. a day; and I say that is
not a sufficient wage to keep a man
honest. I regret exceedingly that the
Premier sees fit to oppose this motion,
and notwithstanding his opposition I sin-
cerely hope it will be carried. He says
the contributions to the Palice Benefit
Fund were increased to place it in a thor-
oughly solvent condition. I notice by the
report of the Commissioner of Police for
1906 that the balance to credit of the
fund on the 31st July, 1905, was £8,838
4s. 7d.; at the end of 1906, £10,528 6s.
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and at the end of the finaneial year 1907,
£10,904, showing a continnal increase for
the last three years at least.

The Premier: Yes; but very few of the
gratuities for twelve years' service bave
been  claimed up to date.

Mr. Bath: Some of the constables do
not get the chance of serving for twelve
years.

Mr. COLLIER: Even allowing that the
percentage of persons drawing on the
fund is increasing, still, I say that a fund
which has a total of £10,900 to its eredit
cannot by any stretch of the imagination
be considered insolvent.

The Premier: Is not that a question for
actuaries?

Mr. COLLIER: It would appear to be
so; but you cannet get away from the
figures which show that the fund has
been contionally inereasing for the last
three or foar years. And even if it is
necessary to inecrease the contributions, I
stil say it is absolutely unjust to increase
from 2s, 8d. to 6s. 9d. per month the eon-
tribution of & man who is receiving 7s.
6d. a day, thas making his contribution
practically equivalent te a day’s wage,
and reducing bis wage from 7s. Gd. to 7s.
3d.; or, in the case of goldfields constables
from 9s. 11d. to 9s. 8d. I say, there is
not on the goldfields a hoy of sixteen or
seventeen who is not receiving more than
9s. 8d.; and yet we ask our goldfields con-
stables to be honest and to keep them-
selves decent and respectable on that
paitvy wage. I say the wage is totally
inadequate; and apart from the wage
there are a hundred-and-one little griev-
anees concerning which the constable will
not dare to approach the Commissioner.
It is very well to say the constable may
go to the Commissioner, and if dissatis-
fied with the Commissioner’s report may
go to the Minister. But what is the
use of his appealing from the Commis-
sioner to the Minister? I have not had
much experience, but all T have had leads
me to believe that rarely ean you get
a2 Minister to disregard the recom-
mendations of a permanent head. And
it muost necessarily be so, because the
Premier has not time to enter into every
detail of constables’ grievances. The
Premier must be guided by the reecom-

[15 Avaevsr, 1907.]

Select Commiltee. 849

mendations of the heads of departments,
and if the Commissioner has given a
decision it is useless for the police' con-
stable to appeal over his head to the
Premier; because the Premier will simply
write to the Commissioner for a report,
and will be guided by the report of the
Commissioner, It is all very well to
say, “ You ecan go to the Commissioner,”
but constables may make themselves dis-
liked by going over the heads of their
immediate superior officers. If the con-
stable does not get his grievance
remedied through the inspeetor or his
imniediate superior, it is not likely that
he will go over his head to the Commis-
sioner. I do not know about Tyler's
case. Unfortunately he went off his
head, but 1 bhelieve he was fairly dealt
with; he had had several inquiries.
However, I know that in many other
cases the constables are not fairly dealt
with, The Premier mentioned the case
of Constable Hume, which proves con-
clusively that men are sometimes un-
justly treated. The Premier states that
Coustable Hume was dismissed, but that
later on additional information was pro-
cured. Why was it not forthecoming at
the first trial? Ii proves there was a
miscarriage of justice at the beginning;
and it was only afterwards when the eon-
stable was able to dig up some addi-
tional information that his case was re-
considered and he was reinstated in the
foree. I say it should not be possible
for any man to be dismissed where the
whole of the information is not procur-
able at his first trial. I sincerely trust
that mewbers will not consider this ques-
tion at any rate a party quesiion, and
that we will have this inquiry whieh I
feel certain will remedy many of the
grievances members of the police force
labour under at the present time,

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
I have but very little to say on this
motion. I am sorry the Premier is op-
posing a select committee; but at the
same time I recognise there would be a
difficulty if a select connitiee were ap-
pointed, in getting the necessary evi-
dence withont perhaps causing greater
dissension than there is supposed to exist
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in the police foree now. My object in
rising was to deal with a ease as put
forward by the Teader of the Opposi-
tiom, praetieally in reference fo ex-Con-
stable Tyler. That case came under my
notice when I wag Colonial Secretary
adininstering.  the Police Ae¢t. T am
speaking trom memory; but 1 helieve that

what the Premier has said in connection.

avith that case-is true. T would have been
pleased to look over the liles to refresh
my memory, itswas something like two
and a halt vews ago, but 1 am speaking
from wemory dn what 1 sav.  Ex.Con-
atable Tyler had a grievance. 1 heljeve
he liad heen pulled .up under Seetion 23
of the Police Act of 1892, which T will

read. It 15 a point the Premier did not
make clear to the House. Section 23
HOVE 1

¥The Commissioner, or some other
commissioned ollicer of the foree ap-
pointed by the Governar for the pur-
pose, may examine on oath into any
charge of insubordination or miscon-
duet against the dizcipline of the furce
against any  non-eommissioned offieer,
amd the evidenve taken by such officer
shall he referred to the deecision of
the Commissioner, and the Commis-
sioner, if he considers the eharge is
salisfactorily proved. may inflict a fine
not excecding five pounds, and may re-
commend to the Minister the reduetion,
discharge, or disinissal of the accused.”
‘That section is administered by the Com-
missioner in this way. Tt had been done
to my time as Cotonial Secretary. If
anything went wrong with the constable
%e was tried hefore the Commisstoner as
set forth in this seetion, and if be was
fonud guilty he was punished. If it
were a minor offence he was punished
and went on duby again ; but if at some
later period he was brought up again
under that section and found guilty again,
in all probability the Commissioner would
recommend his reduction, or discharge or
dismissal, 1t has generally been adopied
in ile force that when they came up a
third time under that section the Commis-
sioner recomnmends dismissal, so that when
a constable has been dealt with twice by
the Commissioner for insubordination or
anyihing that ecomes within the purview
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of Seclion 23, he avails himself of the
provisions of Section 26 of (he same Act,
which reads as follows : —

“Any non-commissioned officer or
constable aceused of any act of insub-
ovdination or act of misconduet against
the discipline of the force, or any per-
gon preferring the charge, may require
that the chavge, instead of being heard
as hereinbefore provided,shall be heard
by a hoard ; and thereupon a hoard
appointed by the Governor,eonsisting of
three persons {of whom only one may
be a member of the force, not being
the Commissioner}, may sumnarily in-
quire inte, on oath, and determine the
charge and sentence such non-commis-
gioned olficer or coustable ag the ease
niy. be, to the fine or Inprisonmnent
hereinbefore wentioned ; and every
siueh sentence shall be subject to the
approval of the Governor, and when
approved shall be final and shall be
enforcenble in like manner as a fine
or imprisonment imposed by Justices
under this Aet, and every such board.
shall have the same power as Justices
exereising an ordinary summary juris-
thetion.”

When a police officer has been punished
twice hy the Commissioner, he avails him-
self of Scction 20, because he naturally
recognises thal, as he has already heen
punished by the Commissioner for two
offences, his case may be prejudiced by
that faet, and he dewands a hoard of
maquiry as set forth in Section 26, and
the board is granted. The Minister acts
on the recommendation of the Copunis-
stoner, who, in the ordinary way, the
sane as the head of any other department,
recoinmends eertain pecple. There is no-
thing to blame the Minister for, except
that he can rejeet.  The Minister
¢an  appoint whom he chouses exeept
that he must appoint someone from the
police foree other than the Commissioner.
I found great difficuly in poing through
these papers. I regret having to speak
about these charges against ex-Constable
Tyler, considering the unfortunate posi-
tion in which that person was placed ;
bnt as there was so muech made about it
and as it was my lot to deal with the case
I want to say that I went to a good deal
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of trouble in reading it up. I am speak-
ing from memory ; I have not seen those
papers since, but I remember I had some
diffienlty in selecting an officer from the
forece to sit on the board who had not
come into contact unfavourably, I say,
with ex-Constable Tyler during his ser-
vice as eonstable in various parts of the
Siate. I found that the person whe, in
iy opinion, was facthest from ex-Corni-
stable Tyler and who had not come into
contact with him, was Inspector MeKenna
of Fremantle, and he was apointed on the
board as representative of the force. 1
am net eertain of the constitution of the
hoard ; I believe there was a magistrate ;
I do not know ; T appointed several
boards dwring my term of office, and
one e¢annot remember everything; hut so
far as the administration of the depart-
ment was concerned. in my opinion no
man eonld have had a fairer board to
prove his innocence than ex-Constable
Tyler had. He told e in his corvespon-
dence, which appears on the files, that he
could justify bis case, and that he
had been badly ireated. I think it
was Inspector Newland who was the per-
gon in question. The whole matter is on
the file. Flowever., ex-Constable Tyler
failed to make good his charges. T think
on the finding of that hoard he was dis-
rated from corporal to eonstable: and
then—I am sgpeaking from memory—he
resigned. The next dittieulty was ahout
his gratuifyv. 1 then pointed out to the
Commissioner that ex-Constable Tvler’s
claim =hould be eonsidered by the hoard
administering the Police Benefit Fund.
The Minister vontrolling the department
has no say in that. The board consists
of the Under Treasurer (Mr. Eliot), the
TUnder Seerefiry of the Colunial Seere-
tary’s Department, and the Commisioner
of Poiice. T believe thar anvbody would
feel perfectly =afe that the Under Seere-
tary and the Under Treasurver in dealing
with malters that come before them, no
matter what persuasive powers the Com-
missioner of Police may possess, are per-
fectly capable of weighing the evidence
hefore them and administering thaf fund.
Tvler zot some gratuily; how much [ do
not knew: but he was ot satisfied. In
my opinion the only grievance he had was
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in his own mind: he had no uther elaim;
the matter worked on him. He spoke to
me repeatedly about i while I was Min-
ister, and has spoken repeatedly about it
since the present Premier has held office.
He of course alluwed hiwselt to be wor-
ried by the thing. Int my opinion he had
no grounds for it, hecause he had every
chance. I have heen told sinee, and [
know it to be true. that the present Pre-
wier when the matter was brought hefore
him liad an incquiry made into the matter
by Mr. Raoe, the police  magistrale  of
Perth, aml that even in that inquiry
Tyler failed to wmake any of his wmrounds
sound. [ think that so far as lhe is con-
cerned there is no ground for eomplaint.
The ease of Vanghan has been spoken of.
Tt was oue deaxlt with by wmyself, The
DPremier can pnt me right, Leeanse T am

speaking whatly from memory. 1 would
ke plensed 1t the Premwier would  put

Vaughan's papers on the table and let
members vead them,

My, Wealker: That 1= the man Drewry
sacked  because he wonld not icll the
story Drewry wanted.

Alr. TAYLOR: The files will not dis-
cloge what the hon, member wants to make

out. 1 spent three hours reading that
case. Unless my mewmary has failed me,.

T believe it wax the same puerson: and if
members readd the file they will see that
this constable was t{reated in the only
manner in whieh he could be ireated ; that
ig, according to the reports on the file. I
one can lead himself 1o helieve that every
officer, every iuspector, and every super-
ior officer over a constahle will report un-
favourably against that constable from
one end of the State to another, and that
these officers’ reports are not {o be relied
un, then T say Vaughan has been badly
treated: bui if we ean believe the re-
ports that eome to hand, which the Min-
ister has to guide him in ifhe matter, it
was not so. 1t is klle for any wmember to
say {hat it he had Lo administer the Policer
Department as Colonial  Secretary  he
would know the inner workings of the
foree. 1t is a very eomplicated position
and you will find grievances of vears”
standing. T have had grievances brought
hefore me where men have been out of
the foree for five or six years. They had
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been dealt with by previous Ministers;
but, in all branches of the service, when-
ever a new Government is appointed offi-
cers of whatever branch they wmight have
belonged to and who had been got rid of,
brought their grievances up afresh in or-
der to try and strike a fresh sympathetic
ear. Every member who has had the duty
of adiministering the departments knows
that as a faet. I know of these things
myself, and I hope the Premier will give
me an opportunity, without having to go
to the department, to look at Vaughan’s
files; for if he is the man I think he is,
I am absolutely satisfied with the position
taken up by the Department. 1 wonld
like to say a word or two in fairness to
the Commissioner of Police. I had ex-
amples whiie in office of his desire to re-
open a case where he had ascertained
subsequently that additional evidence was
available other than that apon which ae-
tion was oviginally taken. In such cases
T have known of his reinstating the officer
who had been badly treated. 1 canspeak
of this with a certain knowledge and I
will insiance a case. I will not mention
the name, but there was an officer who
was dismissed from the foree and had
been for some time out of that position
when members of Parhament came to me

and asked me to go into the question
of reinstating him. I went through
the files and recognised that an

njustice had been done to the man;
but the position was an awkward
one, for it would be a bad precedent
Lo establish fo reinstate him immediately.
The Commissioner of Police urged e
repeatedly to reinstate the man, but I did
not agree to his wishes at first. [Mr.
Bath: Who is the man you are referring
to?] I will not mention the name as the
officer is hack in the foree, he is getting
on well and has done just as good work
since his reinstatement as he did before
his dismissal, and that is saying a good
deal. I am simply mentioning this ease in
justice to the Commissioner, and to show
when he found that a man who, on hisg
recommendation, had been dismissed with-
out &ll the faets being brought forward
at the hearing, had really been treated
unjustly and that there were other faets
which proved this, then he expressed his
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great anxiety to have that man hack in
the forece. When I was able to see my
way to have that man reinstated I did so,
and in a manner that was not detri-
mental to the police force of the Niate
I am sorry the Premier opposez the
resolution, for while I do not fhink any
great advantage will be gained hy the
appointment of the select comumittee,
still those members who urge (he ap-
pointment seem to think that goed will
acerne. One has only to listen to the
arguments addueed by hon. members to
realise the unfortunaie position police-
men in subordinate positions oceupy. I
would like to know who the committee are
going to examine in ovder to find out
what is wrong in the department. They
must examine the men in the force from
the highest position to the lowest. If
that be so, I do not know that a police-
man is going to say too much before that
committee, It is necessary for the disei-
pline of the force that certain strietness
should be observed. A policeman is dif-
ferent from any other public servant,
for he is given great powers. The con-
sequence is that extra diffieulty is experi-
enced in administering that force, as the
officers have to ascertain and make sure
that the members of the foree do not
abuse that extraordinary power with
which they are clothed. As the member
for Boulder has pointed out, it is.hard
for a policeman who dees his duty well
to get proper reeognition of it. I am
sure that it would he difficult to get from
the policeman information which would
be of value to this House. The Leader
of the Opposition, however, believes that
it can be done and T am, therefore, sorry
that the Premier opposes the motion.
Perhaps members of the House who
know more of the work of ihe Police
Department than I, may suggest a way
by which the committee could colleet evi-
dence, either to prove this “ seething dis-
content” which is alleged to exist or
otherwise. As far as the police con-
stables themselves are concerned I believe
that the appointment of a committee
would, in a large degree, make them feel
more satisfled, There is one thing far-
ther T would like to say, and that is thal
it would be very much better for the
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heaith of lhe pulicemen if some member
eould devise a scheme by which so many
constables need not be compelled to be
on might duty for weeks at a stretel, and
then only have a couple of weeks off duty
previons to going on another long term
of nightwork. This is the chief difficulty
in conneetion with the foree in the metro-
politan area. This praetice is very harm-
ful to the constables and is against all
laws of nature. You do net find in the
outlying distriets, where there are only
one or {wo constables, any of this “seeth-
ing discontent,” although the salaries
are perhaps not what they should be.
There, however, there is no necessity for
keeping the men up all night. If there
is any * seething discontent” at all, T am
sure that this nightwork is at the bottom
of it. I believe that the policemen have
a great objection to being forced to
contribute to the police fund. This
-can be understood when one recog-
nises the small gratuities they receive
as constables. YWhen they reach the
position of inspector the gratuity is very
much larger. I do not know whether that
should he so. Hon. members must eon-
gider this point, that the Government
contribute the major portion of that
fund ; the portion contributed by the
force is only a drop in the ocean. [3Ir.
Collier : Tt is pound for pound.] The Gov-
ernment gave them the sum of £10,000.
[8r. Collier : They now propose that it
should be pound for pound.] That is a
recent proposition, but I am speaking
now of the old conditions when the Gov-
ernment had to come to the rescue of the
fund. If it is found that there is this
“ seething discontent ” in the foree then
it is the duty of the Government to re-
move it ; if the Government fail to do
that the House should direct them in the
right course. A seleet committee would
be quite capable of doing that, and there-
fore I support the appointment of a
committee.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna) : I shall
not take up the time of the House at any
length, but 1 wish te say one or two
words in sapport of the motion. I do
%0 with considerable humility, because in
all probability, if I say anything about

{15 Avgust, 1907.]

Select Commitiee. 853
the Commissioner of Police, to-morrow
morning he will have a long interview
with the Press upbraiding members who
presumed to criticise him. [Mr. Collier:
He cannoi do that.] I believe that half
the speech of the member for Mount
Margzaret is due fto his knowledge of
Captain Hare. This might account for
the half support the hon. member has
given to the wmotion. [Mr. Taylor : 1
detended two positions, and I put them
clearly to the House.] Yith regard to
Vaughan’s case, if T remember rightly,
on one occaston there was a prosecution
in the police court in which that con-
stable was to be a witness. He was in-
terviewed by Inspecior Drewry before
the case came on, and was practically
told that, if he did not support the prose-
cuting constable, it would be the worse
for him. ‘Trouhle and friction arose as
the constable was determined to do his
duty, and beeanse he did it, from that
time onward he was persecuted, and, not
reported, but misreported to his superior
officers. [The -Aitorney General: Whase
case was that?] It was Vauoghan's
case; at least I believe it was his case
and am almost eertain of it. Anyhow
the ease which I have related did oceur,
and I emphasise it in order to show how
diflicult it iz for the constables in (he
ranks to get justiee from their superiors.
[Mr. Tapler : Vaughan had been for
vears in the foree in the other States.]
T think the hon. member is mistaken in
the man to whom he refers. 1 Eknow
from very many cases which bave arisen
that it is exceedingly difficult to get a
just inquiry into grievances made by
constables. I have had the painful duty
of bringing one or two cases before this
House, and should have had oeeasion to
bring Tyler’s c¢ase before Parliament if
regrettable cireumstances had not placed
the constable in his present unhappy
position. In his ease, and in the case of
others—and hon. members have had evi-
dence supplied to them on the poini—
it was extremely hard to get grievances
against superiors heard at all, [Mr.
Taylor : 1 thought that when I bheard
Tyler's statement, and I gave him a
board.] What was the consiitution of
the board ? Let it be deseribed, and let
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all partienlars with regard fo it be pro-
vided. It is all very well for the lLon.
ember to say :—" [ was the Colonial
Secretary, and | gave him a board” ;
but who was it that nominated the board
—(aptain Hare.

Mr. Taylor : That is not vight.

Mr. WALKFER: What are the facts
then ?

Mr Teylor : As I said just now an in-
specter of police was on the board. and
there were others with him.

Mr. WALKER: Yes; the inspector
of police was one of those who was eon-
cerned in the charge.

Mr. Tuylor; He was nothing of the
sort.

Mr. WALKER: The way i which
these people have to go to their supervior
officers to get justice is not fair. There
are very few instances where the method
is a jnst one, and the case stated by the
Premier to-night is exeeptional, wheve
additional information had been brought
ta hand afterwards and the Commissioner
has reversed his previous verdiet. That
was an exeeptional case,

Me. Bath: Because of the pertinacity
of the man.

Mr. WALKER: It is not every man
who has luek to bring pressure to bear
to get a reconsideration of his case. In
this care T believe ton, if I understand
the hint thrown out by the Leader of the
Opposition, 1here was the possibility of
2 prosecution and a possible exposure
behind if justice had not been done to
the man. Where are the policeren, gen-
erally speaking, who ecan defend them-
selves and take their case into court? In
Tyler’s instance, t submit from the state-
meunts made in the House, the man all
through deserved more than ecompassion.
The Premier declared that the state of
mind in which the man was had been
brought ahout by the raneour for years
in his breast, and his state of mind was
the result of the injustice he had suffered
at the instance of his superior officers.
Now I want to say this, if there are no
ather cases for quiry bow is it that the
police in prosecuting at the trial did not
bring in the state of that man’s mind?
And how is it now i the eonduct of the
police force and in the whole administra-
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tion of justice in connection with the force
that a man, a lunatie, a man deranged in
intelleet, 1s still suffering in a felon's
cell when we have evidenee brought for-
ward to-night that he is not responsible.,
Yet at this moment this State is keeping
that man in a felon’s cell as if he had
been guilty of a crime with malice afore-
thought. Where is the Commissioner of
Police, Lthe man at the head of affairs,
pleading for the man who had done this
wrong innocently from his belief that he
had suffered an injustice in the force?
There is more need for inquiry
when these things ean tanke place. If
Tyler committed a erime in shouting at
My, Harve the State is deing a worse one
in keeping the man, known to he a luna-
iy, in 2 felon’s eell, It i the possibility
shown in the ease of Tyler that deserves
euiry.  These instances only mean that
there are more, 1 believe if an inquiry
were opened we should have n eonsider-
able amount of light thrown on what is
misnaed the discipline of the foree, but
whieh after all s the wrrogance of
superior officers over subordinates. I
alwavs, T trusl, will plead for the
man  who needs assistance, I am
pleading now for the men who are
rabhed for the sake of supporting a fund
which is given 1o favourites. which is
bevond their possibility of paying with
safety Lo their erediturs, The other day
we heard of men working at the timber
mills who were offered 7s. Gd. fo 7s, 9d.
a day. What are we doing now! Tt is
said there is no need for inquiry and we
are redueing the police by fining them
practieally every month 7s, 9d., bringing
their wages down to what the timber
workers were asked to toil for.

The Minister fur Works: What about
their quarters?

Mr. WALKER : What kind of quar-
ters are there? The member is everlast-
ingly pleading to impoverish the people.
You never hear lis voice lifted in the
House or elsewhere to give to the toiler
one penuy more for the work le does,
bul he is everlastingly seeking to grind
the people down. He does not want
men who can pay their way hat slaves
whao erovel to their masters and bosses.
He i< born out of his titne. He ought
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te have been borne in Uncle Towr's Cabin
~lavs, then ihere would have heen some
.consistency in his language. That is
the position; we are fining these people
to keep up a fund to he distributed
.amongst the superior officers. There was
A question agked to-night of the Prenier
4 b what the rewards were given for.
I would like to have (he answer. The
answer was that the rewards were given
for bravery and superior skill.  There is
one officer who drives a certain pair of
very fine ponies. | believe they are
niostly used by the Commissioner and by
the friends of the Commissioner.

Mr. Collier 1 And Ministers.

Mr. WALKER : 1 suppose some-
times the Ministers have the plessure
«f riding belind those ponies. Not the
Premier of course. e rides behind
wwifter horses than these and comes to
grief in consequence.  But these ponies
are a sort of Hash, nice, oeial ornamenta-
tion, pernuisites of the Commissioner-
-ship.

Hon, I 1. Piesse : And they came
trom hat awful place, Watanning,

Mr., WALKER : Who drives these
ponies ¢ A policeman, and T see this
policeinan dowa for £3 veward. Where
is his bravery?  He has no police work to
de. Daoes i not show von at onee where
the favouritism comes in? He has to
look after the ponies and the trap of the
Commissioner and he gels £3 reward for
that. This is bravery and special skill,
and we are told there is no need for in-
quiry. I think we ought to know when
these moneys are forced out of the poe-
kets ol the policemen what bravery this
man has been guoilty of. In the unfair
distribution of this fund there is reason
for inquiry Has there heen a case made
out? .\re uot (here cases still surrounded
with suspicion; the treatment of men who
bhave been disrated and dismissed. Is nok
there sullicient evidence brought before
the House in the speech of the hon. mem-
ber, and in the admissions of the Premier
to-night, to show that there are ample
grounds for inquiry into the content or
discontent of the general body of the
police torce? Therefore I see no reason
whatever for refusing the committee of
investigation. What may he done, and
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perhaps the Leader of the Opposiiton will
agree te-night in having this inguiry on
iwo puints. As to the management and
distribution of the reward fund and the
ennstitutional methods employed in in-
vestigating eoraplaints made by policemen
against their superior officers.

Ar. Buath : There is the question of
promaotion,

Mr. WALKER : Yes ; the question of
promation.  Tf {he inquiry were confined
to these points—— -

My, Bath @ T expressed my willingness
on that it moving (the motion.

Mr., WALKER : That would not cause
the fervible expense supgesied by the
Premier and could not help doing some
good. and it might be of value to both
the House and the country. There can
he no harm in the inquiry limited to those
questions. It could not take very ‘long,
and it would not be very expensive, and
its value certainly would be more than
eommensurate with the trouble taken and
the expense inewrred. I hope the sug-
zestion will be accepted and the inquiry
limited fo these special ohjeets, and that
the Premier will eonsent to the appeint-
ment of the committee.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed,

Me. H. BROWN (Perth) : It was not
my intention to speak on fhis subject,
and I would uot have spoken but for the
personal abuse I reccived from the mem-
her for Ranowna. It is clear to me that
should anyone disagree with the hon.
member, or at any rate with some mem-
bers on the opposite side of the House,
he emnes in for abuse. T mueh regret
the quantity of abnse that has been level-
led in this House during the session. In
reference to this motion. 1 intend to vote
against the appointment of a select com-
mittee, because I agree 1o a great ex-
tent with certain remarks made by the
member for Kanowna last session. I
think that had these remarks of the hon.
member’s heen explained to him last
night it would at any rate have had some
weight with the House. T am quite
aware that the Police Department needs
an  inquiry, and I think it would do
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good ; but I say let it come, as the mem-
ber for Kanowna mentioned last session
in his speech,from someone who has some
knowledge of the administration of a
police force. I think money would not
be wasted if an official from one of the
Eastern States came over here and in-
guired into the administration of our
police force. To show how the member
for Kanowna can address the House at
any length and not be very consistent
with regard to his faects, T will read the
bhon. member's comments last year on the
value of a scleet committee.  Members
will recollect the abuse hurled last night
at members as to their knowledge and
peculiar fitness for appeintments on
these seleet committees, and to bear out
what is at all events my opinion that a
capable officer should be brought over, the
member for Kanowna in his speech last
session entirely agrees with me. In
speaking on the Police Offences Bill last
session, the hon. member stated :—

“The value of the report of a seleet
committee is judged by the weight the
public attach to the eommittee by the
fitness or unfitness of those who com-
pose it, becaunse it will not be denied,
without casting a reflection on any-
body, that there are certain members
in this House fitted to inguire on
some subjeets better than on other sub-
jeets. It is no detriment to their char-
acters or abilities to say so. For in-
stance, if it were a matter connected
with farming, I presume we should not
think of putting men on a conmittee
of that kind who had never been on
farms in their lives, and had never read
books on farming and knew nothing
ahout it. We would only expect to
place on a eommittee of that kind men
knowing something about farming.
Again, if it were a question of law,
somebody interested from that side of
the House and from this side, if it
were possihle to get them, should be
appointed; and so on every subject the
fitness of the persons intrusted with the
important task of making an inquiry
is an essential element in ecommanding
votes in this Honse. There are some
men whose opinion and report on cer-
tain subjects would be absolutely value-

less, no matter what evidence was given

because of their lack of knowledge on

the sabject.”

Mr. Collier: What is the point there?

Mr, H. BROWN : I am showing that
the experience of the member for
Kanowna is that only men koowing the
subject inquired into should go on a
select committee. T say there is no one
in this House who has had the knowledge
of poliee work to he able to give an
opinion on the working of a police force.

Mr. Bath: But we have some knowledge
of administration.

Mr. H. BROWN: Very little. Again the
bhon member said :—

“The member for Mt Margaret
moved that certain Bills be referred to
select committees. Did any good come
of them? Has not the mistake been
diseovered, and do we wonder that to-
night the member for Mt. Margaret is
dead against the proposal when he has
seen the result of his experiment?”

Then the other night we heard the
member for Kanowna lauding up mem-
bers of the police foree. I quite admit
they are a very good lot of men ; but
last session it was quite a different matter
and it is well that the police force should
know what is said. He is posing here
to-night as their champion, because ap-
parently it suits him ; but last session
he was calling them the most ignorant
lot of men on the face of the earth. He
said :—

“The way our citizens have been
treated by ignorant police and ignorant.
justices in the police conrts—by ig-
norant police I repeat in spite of Com-
missioner Hare—in this State and in
other States, becaunse we in this State
are not peculiar in that respeet, has
been murderous.”

That was the opinion of the police force
beld by the member for Kanowna last
session. I quite agree, as the member
for Kanowna agreed last session, that
there was some necessity for inquiry, be-
cause he said, in reference to the public :

“We are attacking them, putting them
under surveillance, under the eontrol of
a2 body of men who sometimes need
regulating, and we shounld not go be-
hing the back of the people to do it.”
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I quite agree with that, and if it were
not for the agitators, if the esplanade
orators, as I may eall them, would leave
the men glone, it would be far better for
the State. The men would be contented
with their lot if it were not for these agi-
tators that go in among them and strive
to raise up diseord. I am quite aware
that if I am to study my electorate, I
should champion the police as far as T
possibly can, and I intend doing it se
far as justice will warrant e, but I
would point out that the police force are
not the underpaid body of men that the
member for Kanowna would lead the
House to expeet, and his vemark that I
would grind any man down to the lot of
a timber hewer at the rate of 7s. 3d. a
day is as uncalled for as it is unfair, I
would like to remind him and also hon.
wembers that I believe the lowest pay for
any member of the poliee force is 7s. 6d.
a day, and I would like also to remind
members that they are paid for seven days
a week,

Mr. Coilier : But you cannot base a
wage on the seven days’ week.

Mr. H. BROWN : Well, take Sunday
out ; say they get 7s. 6d. a day ; T would
also point out that they are in receipt
of free medical attendance and medicine.
The single members of the force are in
pessession, 1 suppose, of the best quarters
free that we have in the city at the pre-
sent time, and I believe every comfort
and provision is made for them in these:
quarters. I also believe and am informed
that those who are not in guarters re-
eeive in addition to the 7s. 6d. a day a
lodging allowance of £20 a year, in ad-
dition to which they are also allowed to
earn something by attending theatres.
Uniforms are also provided for the mem-
bers of the police foree here. I admit
that imquiry is necessary, and I am pre-
pared to say that I Enow something at
all events on the subject of police work.
I bave had four years’ experience of a
semi-military police, and I can tell hon.
members that during my four years as a
trooper my pay was 5s. a day. I am
only showing this as, an instance. Ouf
of that 5s. a day we purchased our
horses, saddlery and accoutrements.
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We have heard a lot of abuse to-night
about the extra subscription to this as-
surance or annuity fund. I think the
Government have done a wise thing in
bringing in the Aetuary, as they have
done, to report on this particular fund.
There would have been a much greater
outery in a few years to come assuming
that this fund should be exhausted and
there was not the wherewithal to pay the
rematning members of the foree. I had
an experience in Africa, not of subscrib-
img to a fund for an aunnuity, but out of
our pay half-a-crown was stopped each
month for an assuranee fund for our
horses, should one he shot or die. Our
horses cost us £25 and we got £12 10s.
each ; and as the mortality among the
horses was very great,.in a few years that
fund was exhausted. I say it is far
better to put this fund on a proper hasis,
though it possibly may be bhard on the
members of the force at present, but they
will only see that they are acting in the
interests of the men in seeing that proper
provision is made in years to come to
continue these pensions. We have heard
alse abuse of the senior officers of the
foree,

Mr, Collier : Who abused them 2

Mr. H. BROWN : I am not privileged
to read the debates. I can assure niem-
bers that some officers of the force have
just as much the welfare of the men
at heart and of the forece to which they
belong as members of this honourable
House. I ean assure members—and ¥
am speaking for one officer of the force
that I know, and I defy anyone o con-
tradict me—that only last year or the
vear before that officer obtained six
months’ leave of abhsence, and in order
to make himself more acquainted with
the work of the police forces of the East-
ern States, absolutely mortgaged bis
property for £300 to raise funds where-
with to go to the Eastern States and
gain knowledge there that he could im-
part to the foree here on his return.
That trip did not cost the Government
one single penny. I am prepared, as T
said in the earlier part of my speech,
te import an official from the Eastern
States to inquire into our force and re-
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parl ; but for ihe same reasons as the
member for Ianowna expressed last
session I do not consider that there are
any members of this House competent
at all events to go in and report on the
administration of a police force.

Mr. BATH (in reply as mover): The
Premier, in opposing the motion for the
appointment of this committee has, as in
other similar motions, referred to the ex-
pense in connection with the gathering
of evidence and the business connected
with investigation before seleet cunnnit-
tees. 1 wish to point out thal, so far as
I am personally concerned. if nembers
will look up the records of the llouse
they will find it is very rarely that T move
either for the production of papers or
for the appeintment of a select eommit-
tee. I do not remeniber ane oeeasion last
session when I asked for the production
of papers, and I have not many instances
to my eredit in connection with the ap-
pointment of  select committees. |[The
Minister for Werks: But yon get others
to move for thew.] It is ouly necessary
to point out that asking for the appoint-
ment of seleet eomuiitees involves the
mover being the ehairman of the commit-
tee and results in a considerable amount
of work devolving upon him. 1Ay duties
are sufficlently avduous without taking on
that work, unless 1 am of opinion that
there is an ahsolute necessity for it. As
to the interjection of the Minister for
Works, that is an example of his usnal
schoolboy  (acties. Members take the
course of moving for the appointment of
select commuittees for themselves, and we
arve not like the Alinister who can run
round and whisper in the ears of members
of his side of the House as to what they
chould ask or wove for. [The Jlinister
for Works: Ilave you never called for
papers through another member?] No.
If I want any papers 1 will mnove for
them myself without asking any other
member to act for we. It is the Minis-
ter far Works who resorts to such tacties,
and there are other members who follow
his miserable example. I moved for the
commiftee becanse the eirewmstanees and
the matiers Dbrought under my notice
made me Dbelieve it was neeessary, and
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that L was deing the right thing, The
arguments used in regard to the manming
of the foree with eommissioned and non-
commissioned  aflieers, pnd  which were
outlined in my speech, were justitied hy
the reporl ol the Public Serviee Conunis-
sion, which dealt with the department a
vear or two ago. Freom  that report,
whiclt | have looked up sinee 1 moved
the otion, it will be seen that the posi-
tion absolutely bears oul vy contention.
On that ocension they referred to the
proportion of policemen in this State to
the population as  compared  with the
ofher States, and they said :—

“This table shows elearly thal the
proportion in this State is lareely n
excess of that of the other States. The
States in whieh the conditions are some-

what analogons to {liose existing in
Western Australin are  Queensland,
New Soulh Wales, and  Seuth  Aus-

tralia. In the two former one police-
wan serves one and a half persons to
every one persvon in Western MAustralia,
and iu Seulh Awslralia voe constable
serves fwo and a half persons to every
vne in Western Auslralia.”

Then they o on to deal wifh the reasons
advanced for this dispavily and combat
the arguments. They say farther on:
“There should be a reduetion both in the
number of eonstables and in the nuwber
of inspectors and sub-inspectors.”’ It was
without having knowledge of this report
that T woved the molion, but it was the
comparisens | made with the other States
and the disparity that existed thal urged
e to table the motion now hefore the
House. The Premier has stated that 1
was ineorrect in giving the pereenfage of
commissioned officers. 1 took the Esti-
mates for the year ended June, 1807, and
1 found ilere was one comipissioner, une
superintendent. eight inspectors, five sub-
inspectors, and 15 eommissioned ofticers to
436 of the rank and file, 1 exeluded the
non-commissioned officers, but 1 did the
same in eonnection with all the other
States, so 1hat the comparisons would
still stand good, If the Premier will
work it ent he will find that it i~ one
officer to between 27 and 28 of the rank
and file, 1f the information which he
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has given us has been supplied to him, it
is ineorreet, as I took the figures from
Inst year's Estimates. The Premier has
referred to the factsthat the Commis-
sioner of Police has been able to cut down
the expenditure from 12s. 6d. per head
to just under 10s. But we have to bear
in mind that, although as he says there
is a bigger percentage of adults now in
Western Australia  than in the other
States, that perceniage was mueh higher
some years ago, and it there had bheen a
reduction in the cost per head of popu-
lation, it has not heen fue to econories
effected in the department, but owing to
the faet that the number of children in
the populativn is so much larger. The
increase of the children has not necessi-
taied an increase in the police foree to
keep pace with it.  The reduction of the
expendilure is owing to the fact that we
are getting tv n wore nurmal condition
of population than some years ago. So
far as our present position is eoncerned,
if by the tendency to reach that normal
condition we reach the stage of the other
Siates, our police staff i Western Auns-
tralin - would even then show a much
ureater eost per head of population than
the Eastern Srates, and espeeially in
States like South Aunstralin and Queens-
land  where they have conditions, as
puinied out by the Public Serviece Com-
mission, analogous fo ours.  When T
moved for this scleet commitiee I did so
because there were three points uwpon
which there was need for inquiry. (1.)
The question of wiving an apportunity
to constables in the force to have their
grievances remedied. (2.) On the ques-
tion of the administration of the Police
Benefit Fund, (3.) On the question of
promotions. The Premier has dealt with
the first two, but entirely ignored the
question of promotions. So far as the
question of securing redress of griev-
ances is concerned. it is true that, in the
caze of Tyler, an inspector of police was
brought from outside, but that was an
exceptional method of dealing with a
case. If the Premier will cause inquiries
to be made be will find it is the general
rule for the superior officer, against whom
a complaint has been made, to be placed
on the board of inquiry. I have only to
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refer to a case that reeently oeeurred in
Coolgardie where the decision of the
hoard was arrived at by an adjournment
te the e¢lub, and when the board eame
haek from the elub the decision was given
The mere faet that on the board is the
superior officer, whose report in the first
place to the Commissioner caused action
to he faken and an unfavourable mark
to he placed on the record of the con-
stable, provides a means by which injus-
tice 15 done to these men. So far as I
am eoncerned [ lave not gone to  the
Esplanade, or anywhere else, to ascertain
the grievances of consiables. And it is
just as well to say that agitation goes on
in all stations of life. The memher for
Perth may have access to better places
to earry on his agitations, such as the
Bungalow. or the places which the
National TPolitical League can afford to
hire in order {o have those grievances
aired. The veason people have to agi-
tate on the Esplanade is becaunse their
means will only permit thew to go there ;
but they earry on no more agitation than
thuse in nore exelusive stations. If they
have just grievances it is as well that they
should ventilate them on the Esplanade
as anywhere else. My information Llas
hen secured in some instances owing to
my connection with the honorary magis-
tracy of the State. Men against whom
there is not a blewish or vne ground of
suspicion have told me that there are in-
justices and grievances in the department
whiell have not been remedied. I have
sifted these cases and have told the men,
before I would listen to what they had to
say, to give me every justification for their
opinion, and if neeessary to provide me
with a statutory declaration. It isbecause
1 have tried to sift ont the genuine cases
from these which are not genuine that I
know that real grievances do exist and
need inquiring into. I do not want to
make an attack on the Commissioner of
Palice or anyone else, but upon the
methods of administration in the depart-
ment which made it possible that a con-
stable may have grievances but will not
have an opportunity of getting them re-
dressed. The mere faet that when, after
persistent work and agitation men have

beet able 1o get an inquiry, the mar
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against whom they complain is on the
hoard, prevents them from securing re-
dress. I will refer to one case mentioned
by the I’remier, where a man had the
money, energy and persistency to prose-
cute the matter, and even went so far as
to threaten legal action, The result was
that he was reinstated in the force. If
he had not had the means and those
oppertunities the probability is that he
would not have had his grievance re-
dressed. If the other constable I men-
tioned, Constable Vaughan, bore the
character which the member for Mount
Margaret wishes to make out why was
there any move at all in the direction of
giving lnm any farther work, If he was
a man who thoroughly deserved to be
dismissed from the force, and was not
qualified to hold a position therein, there
were no grounds for his case being taken
into eonsideration and for his eventually
being given a job. He has been given
a job, and I believe one of a most un-
pleasant nature, having to clean ount cess-
pits, etcetera. This is a peculiar sort of
way of trying to give redrass on the one
hand, while on the other they make it so
unpleasant that the man will soon throw
up the job and relieve them of farther
cause to trouble about him, As to
the Police Benefit Fund, I am glad
to hear from the Premier that he
is going to consider, and favourably
consider, the advisability of giving to
members of the force the right to nomin-
ate someone to represent them in the ad-
ministration of the fund. There is not
the slightest doubt that there have been
grave reasons for dissatisfaction in re-
zard to the administration in the past. I
will quote the case of Constable Gollan,
of Northam. I do not know about his ree-
ord, but the fact remains that be had been
engaged in the service for a very con-
siderable time, closely approaching the 12
years when he would be eligible to draw
his gratuity and retire from the service.
As the time approached when he would be
entitled to this benefit from the fund,
matters were made so unpleasant for him
that he had to leave and thus practically
revokeall the rights he possessed to secure
a gratuity from the Police Benefit Fund.
And there are similar cases. If a man is
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good enough to be in the force for ten
or eleven years, it looks very suspicious
when he is practically hounded out at the
end of that time in. erder that he may be
denied the advantages of the Police Bene-
fit Fund. Then again, as to the benefits
paid to those promoted to inspectorships,
there may be some special features in the
rules governing those who administer the
fund, something enabling inspeectors to
draw these large allowances; but it seems
to me this is one of the reasons why the
the fund is not in a sound actuarial posi-
tion. Baut, after the State has practically
made a contract with these police con-
stables by which, in return for the pay-
ment of so muech per montl, they are to
draw a gratuity on retiring after twelve
years’ service, there can be no reason
whatever why the State should withhold
from them a considerable portion of the
gratnity. That is really in its essence a
breach of contract. The authorities say
the pratuity is dependent on absolute good
eonduet, and that any record of “indif-
ferent conduet ” will deprive the constable
either of the whole amount of the gratu-
ity, as it is called, or of a considerable
proportion. I have seen some of the
charges in consequenee of which the gra-
tuity bas been withheld; and I say a
police constable would have to he an angel
from heaven to fulfil the requirements so
that he might not run the risk of losing
his gratwity. I should like to know if
any man in this Houze, I do not care how
virtuous, would not in the eourse of
twelve years’ service do something
which might be placed on his reecord as
a bad mark. I do not know one mem-
ber of the House who would mnot be
guilty of something which might be
called ‘¢ indifferent conduct.’” The
fact that a constable las entered a
public house te have a drink is marked
against him. But is the same rule ap-
plied in the case of the superior officers?
No ; decidedly not, unless the case is
very glaring; because I have pergonally
seen those officers in the very act. They
go either to a hotel or to the club to
have a drink ; and if that indulgence
is not denied to the superior officer, why
ghould it be a black mark against a mem-
ber of the rank-and-file, if it is only an
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occasional  oeeurrence, and a  black
mark which bas the effect of depriving
him of the gratuily whieh he is entitled
to draw from the Police Benefii Fund
after he has done good serviece to the
State, and after he bas paid so much
cvery month to entitle bim to ihe
gratnity? It may be necessary to in-
crease the amount to be paid by con-
slables, so that the fund may be put on
a strict actuarial basis; but I certainly
think that a contribution of £4 13s. per
vear should entitle a constable, after
twelve years’ ov perhaps a much longer
service, to a fairly considerable gra-
tuity, and yet keep the fund in a per-
feetly solvent condition. The question
of promotion is one in respect of which
there are many but just pgrievances ;
and I may inform the Premier and other
members that the very fact of my mak-
ing this motion has had a good effect,
beecause men who had been batiling for
years to get the promotion to which
they are entitled, have, since this motion
was tabled, secured redress at the hands
of the department. There is more than
one instance of this. There was arule
introdneed in the department during
Sir John Forrvest’s time to the effect
that persons may be appointed to
positions in the poliee foree from out-
side the service—'‘ such person as the
Commissioner may think fit, withoul
examination or probation, though not
previously engaged in the police foree.””
Two instances of this have been brought
under my notice. One man thus
brought in, who had good connections,
had to resign ihe day after he was
attested, because he was arrested on
a warrant ; and after the court pro-
ceedings he was again brought into the
police force under a different number,
as a probationer. In the first instance
he was brought in as a second-class con-
stable, being told subsequently that he
would be sent to the North-West and
would have an early chance of promo-
tion. On the day after he was attested
he was arrested on a warrant, and was
again brought in, as a probationer. This
rule is unjust to the members of the
force; for none will deny that we have

in our police forece good men, well de-
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serving of promotion; men of such a
character that it is not necessary to ap-
point others from outside the foree.
Another man who was appoioted drank
himself ont of the force in a fortnight
after he enlered under this clause, not-
withstanding that efforts were made to
screen him. There are other cases of
men who have done good service but
whose clnims have been passed over,
while these whose records are not so
good have been promoted. This natur-
ally excites discontent; and as police-
men have to discharge important duties,
and are invested with great responsi-
bility for preserving law and order,
they above all others should not be
filled with disconient because of their
treatment by the authorities. And it
is on Ihese three poinis that T ask for
an inquiry. As to the ability of a
select eommitfee of this House to in-
vestigate the question, I fail to see the
relevancy of the arguments of the
member for Perth (Mr. H. Brown).
He quotes the remarks of the
member for Ianowna (My. Walker),
but they have absolutely no bear-
ing on this case. Here is a requnest
for a seleet committee to inquire into
three specific causes of ecomplaint—the
question of the redvess of grievances, the
administration of the Police Benefit Fund,
and promotion. And if it be said that
any hon, member is not qualified, after
investigation, to give an intelligent de-
cision on these points, then he has no
right at all to be in this House. Those
three natters do not need what may be
termed technical experience of the police
force; and if a committee is -appointed,
in the first place no great expense will
be involved, in the second place its mem-
bers will be thorvoughly competent Lo
deal with the question, and in the third
place T consider from what the member
for Perth has said, who favours inquiry,
from what other members have said, and
from what the Premier has said as to the
redress which has been granted members
of the police force who have had the
means and the pertinacity to voice their
grievances, there is need for inquiry; and
the House should therefore grant a select
committee to inquire into those questions.
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Question put, aud a division taken with
the following result;—

Aves . .. Y
Noes Ve .. 19
Majority against o 2
ATYES. NoEs,
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Bavnett
Mr. Buth Mr. Brebher
Mr, Butcher BIr. H, Brown
Mr. Collier Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Daglish Mr. Eddy
Mr. Duvies Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Hicks | Mr. Gregory
Mr. Holinun My, Gull
Mr. Horu Mr. Hoyward
Mr. Hudson Mr. Keenan

Mr. Johnson

Mr. Layman
By, Smith

Mr. McLarty

Mr. Stuart Mr, Male
Mr. Underwool Mr. W. J. Moere
Mr. Wulker Mr, §, F. Moore
Mr. Wure Mr. Price

Mr. A. J. Wilson
My, F. Wilsou
Mr. Gordon (Telles).

Mr. Tuylor (Teller).

Motion thus negntived.

BILL—PORT HEDLAND-MARBLE
BAR RAILWAY,
Second Reading.,

Debate veswned from the Sth Aungust.

The TREASURER (Hon, ¥Frank Wil
son): Tn rising to support the second
reading of this measure, T think 1 shall
he parvdened for saving this work has
heen for many vears under consideration
by Parliament; the proposal has been de-
bated in the House time after time, and
the question of developing onr vast win-
erul resources in the North-\West has re-
ceived attention at the hands of many
CGiovernments. Unfortunately, to my way
af thinking, it is only at the present time
that  any definite action has bheen
taken to develop that distriet. Not-
withstanding the fact that the pre-
vions Admintstradon was strongly in
favour of a railway being  buoilt  in
order ta apen up that distriet, and not-
withstanding the faet that it was sng-
certed 1hal private enterprise  should
construet the line. nothing was done
and the disirict languished for want of
these Encilivies. 1t has devolverd on the
Maore Administration to eome down
with 2 practieal measure for the con-
struction of the line; and although ex-
ception has heen taken by some men-
bers—and T inay say to my surprise by
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members represeniing eleetors and elec-
forates on the North-West pavt of the
coast—althongh 1t has been argued that
the line must of necessity eross some 60
or 70 miles of sandy country before it
reaches the auriferous beli; vet I ven-
ture (o think that members will agree
that it is a work of neeessily and a work
that is amply justified. It scems to me
that the very faer of building a eailway
to bridge over some distanee—and that
has been the abjeel of all railway con-
straction in Western Australin, that you
want (o get baek into the interior, that
Y want lo open up a certain tervitory
that is worth epening up—and to state
that because this railway has to pass
over some¢ sandy couniry between the
coast and the mineral belt it should not
he construeted, i3 to my mind a very
ceroneons argameni, 1 think it proves
the necessity for the railway. The very
fact of ile dillicultes of transit, that
youo cannat carey loads by camels or
teams, coes 1o prove Ihe necessity for
the railway in order (hat the interior
may be tapped. This is the case with
all new eountries. 1t was the experi-
ence In Western Austealia when we
staried the seheme of opening uwp the
country with rabways, When the line
wits projected from Novtham (o Southern
Cross there was nothing in between, and
vel the Government and the Parliament
of that day were fully justified in autho-
vising (he eonstruetion of that line in
urder to lup the Southern Cross distriet.

Mr. A J. Wilsen: Much of a gamble
all the same.

The TREASURER : Possibly so. That
ailway was extended from centre to
centre ;  and the same ohject was in
view, in order to get bevond, not taking
intu conzideration so much what was
helween thie iwo given points, Southern
Crogs  and  Coolgardie.  There was
nolhing in hetween worth mention; but
the Coolgardie distriet promised to give
suflicient evidenee of mineral wealth and
1o give sulficient promise of big develop-
ment to warrant the Government of the
day continning  the line over the 114
miles to Coolgardie; and so en right
through.
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Br. Hicks: How much betier for the
Jine if there were,

The TREASURER : [ admit that.
We have the same position fo-day. We
lave ihe project to couple the Black

Range distriet with Mount Magnet; and
1 venture to say no member woull take
into eonsideration anything that lies be-
iween Mouni Magnet and Black Range.
We know, at any rate, sime poriion of
it promises fo give a fair supply of

mining timber, and we know at the
present  juoctwre  of  one  abandoned

centre between Black Range and Mount
Magnet, Paynesville, That is going to
Justify us throwing aside the project to
conple Black Range with Mount Magnet.
because 1here is no centre to tap on the
road.  What we have to eonsider, I
think, is  whetber the back country
which it is proposed to tap from the
const in this inslance warranis the eon-
struction of a railway for that parpose.
And 1 say unhesitatingly that, in my
opinion—and it i3 an upinion T have
held for many years, as members kuow
well from statements I have made from
time 1o time in the House—iv is just
abonl time we gave railway Taciliiies
to the Novth-West o open up ithe Pil-
barra Goldfields. No maiter how mueh
argument mav be brought thai there
is some portion  of  {he eountry some
100 miles to the south of (he dis-
trict  which  wareanis  rallwny  eon-
straetion, I do not think members
and the Government  wvould be justi-
fied in velnsiug to  tap ike zreat
eentres lying round and about Marble
Bar hecause some other disivict also per-
baps is entitled to favourable considera-
tion in that direction. ILet me here state
again that T cannot quite undevstand the
attitude taken up by the member for Roe-
bourne. 1 can to some extent understand
the atiitude taken up by the member for
Gascoyne in this imporiant matter. But
the member for Roehbourne, a gentleman
who, to my own knowledge, has always
supported railway faeilities for the North-
West, who on previous oceasions has been
one of the warmest supporters of a work
of this deseription, now tells nus praeti-
cally that the country is no good, that the
mines have all petered out, that there is
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a little coppur development and ihar that
may peter out also—he does not know, he
savs—that therefore the wrailway ought
not be constructed, or if eonstructed
it should be from another point. At any
rate, that is the conelusion I got from lis-
tening to his speech and from reading it.
The eonclusion I got was that we would
net be justified in building the railway
from another point; but it we were in-
chined for a gamble, build it from Roe-
bourne or Balla Balla.  That was the
essence of the hon. member's remarks. I
mp sorry to think that perhaps these re-
inarks, coming from a member represent-
ing an eleetorale in the Novth-Wesr, will
carry greater weight than they ought; and
T am inclined to think they will earry
weirht with members of the House. Bub
T prefer not to take the aititude adopted
by that member lo-day as aguinst that
which he fook smme years ago when this
question of railway coustruction to Marble
Bar and Nullagine was projected. [Mr.
Ao J. Wilsen interjected.] 1 am sorry
T camnot aceconuncdate iy namesake: but
T am making (he speech, and he will have
an opporinnity of giving us hiz views
Later on. § want {o combat the nrgmments
and the pessimistic niterunces of the mem-
ber for Roehourne. which are likely to
have, an the eutside publie, some weight;
T want te connteraet the effeet his vemarks
may have on gome members of the House.
The hon. nmiember, when speaking in 1903,
on this project—some four years ago—
followed the then member for Covlgardie,
Mr. Morgans, who had made one of g
very telling speeches, aptintistic speeches,
with regard to the Pilbarra Goldfields,
Mr. JMorgans dilaied on the great mineral
wealth of that distriet: he nade the
wouths of members water by antieipations
of the immense forfunes to he gained.

Mr. (huell : That he was going to muke.

The TREASURER :  And that hon.
members might make through investing
in wineral ventures in that partion of our
State. And he eoncluded his remarks
with these very significant words :—

“1 will state #t as my opinion only,
though the apinion has been supported
in private by men whose mining ex-
perience extends over many vears. The
apinion is that, ouiside of the CGolden
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Mile of Kalgoorlie, there is no mining
district in Western Australia whieh ecan
in any way compare either as a gold
or a mineral producer with the Pilbarra
Goldfield district.”

And immediately the member for Roe-

bourne got on his feet and said—

“1 fully endorse all the statements
of the member for Coolgardie as to the
necessity for a railway to open up the
resources of the North-West.”

That was four years ago.

Dr. Hicks: What was Mr. Morgans’
experience

The TREASURER: Mr. Morgans' ex-
perience is well known to the House. His
experience is that there is undoubtedly
mineral wealth lying there to be developed
and won; but the enormous cost of tran-
sit has checkmated endeavours and most
of the wmines have spent their capital and
are unable to work and make operations
payable in consequence. That is his ex-
perieice.

Mr. Taylor: That is not the ease put
by the Minister for Mines.

The TREASURER: It is the case put
by anyone who has spoken with anthority
on this qunestion. Let us inquire into
this. If is quite fair for me to point ont
to the House that the member for Roe-
bourne has ehanged his opinion within
the last four years.

D+, Hicks: He must have had justifica-
tion for it.

The TREASURER: But he has not
given ns the justification for it; that is
the fault I am finding, -

Mr. Collier: The wmines have petered
out.,

The TREASURER: That is not the
only oceasion on which the hon, member
addressed himself to the question of rail-
way communication for the Pilbarra
Goldfields. Other remarks I could quote
in which the hon. member has warmly ad-
vocated railway construetion. In 1905
he made a speeeh in which he supported
the construction of the railway, and
strongly advoeated the railway starting
from Roebourne.

Mr. Collier:
construction.

The TREASURER : There was then no
question in his mind that the railway was

That was hefore the re-
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not justitiable; and he strongly supportec
it, no longer ago than two years.

Mr. Taylor: Members change their
minds; you were once a strong opponen
of a land tax.

The TREASURER: 1 understand the
hon. mewmber does change his mind; ]
have known instances in whieh he has
changed his mind. Will the member tell
me the aspeet of the Pilbarra Goldfelds
has changed within the last three or four
years? . I venture to state that the Pil-
barra Goldfields to-dayis more prosperous
than it has been at any time during the
last four, five, or six years. Not only
has it heen proved that there are gold
deposits there worth working, if they
can be worked cheaply, but there are
metals which have been discovered which
tend to show that ratlway facilities will
enable us to open up an enormously
wealthy distriet in the Pilbarra Gold-
fields. Then we have this position: are
we going the right way about developing
the country if it is worth developing? I
say unhesitatingly that we should give
this enormous territory a chance; we
should give it the same opportunity that
we have given other portions of our ter-
ritory of extending and improving them-
selves. There has not been anything like
the justification in other portions of the
country where we have given railway
facilities, not anything like justification
so far as pgiving railway facilities in this
district. And I think members, at any
rate a majority, will bear me out in this,
that it is no use quibbling as to whether
the line should start 100 miles farther
south. If you are going to develop or
open up a distriet which has been proved
—that is the district within a radius of
50, 70, or 80 wiles of Marble Bar, and
that is the distriet we propose to open
up and tap with this line—then you
must take it from the nearest point on the
eoast which has harbour aceommodation.
It is idle to suggest that you are going
to do a wise thing to commenee thal
railway one hundred miles farther south
on the coast line. What would be the
benefit of starting a line from Balla
Balla or Point Sampson? We have this
position, that we have to traverse say
from Point Sampson the coast line for
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a: considerable distance for 50, 60 or 70
miles. If we go to Whim Creek we
would be 50 miles from Point Sampson.
[3f+. Buteher : Not so far as that] I
am dealing with Point Sampson first.
If we po to traverse the route which the
hon. member suggests from Point Samp-
son, we run parallel with the coast line
for a considerable distance, approxim-
ately 60 miles, to give railway facilities
for mines, at any rate a mineral belt,
which is within reasonable distance of
the coast for camel and other teams. TIn
no case would we be more than 15 or 20
wines from the coast line, and there is
nothing that warrants railway eonstrue-
tion between Point Sampson and Whim
Creek. There are good mines I believe
in the neighbourhood of Roehourne, but
all these mines are so close to the coast
and the ttamway Faeilities that already
exist as far as Roebourne 12 miles in-
land, that they do not require railway
construction. So we come to this posi-
tion, that if we build a railway from
Point Sampson to Whim Creek, we are
wasting some 50 miles, because we are
passing through country that does not
need railway facilities. Then take Balla
Balla.  The hon. member has spent a
considerable time in advocating that a
railway should be construeted from Balla
Balla or Depuch Tsland. [XMr., Butcher:
Not me.] T am speaking of the member
for Roebourne at present. The hon.
member suggested that this line should
he constructed from Balla Balla. I1f T
remember right he wsed a strong argu-
ment that the Whim Creek mine was the
only mine worthy of mention in the
district—1I think he said the whole of the
North-West. Presuming that is true, we
have this position : The Whim Creek
mine is only 12 miles from the coast ;
it is within cooee of the landing place at
Balla Balla; and the company themselves
at  present are constructing their own
tram line from the mine down to a site
where they propose to erect smelting
works, and frem: there to couple up with
the jetty in order that they ean ship their
matte or ore, as the ecase may be. So
Whim Creek has no eclaims for railway
construction. And so we go past right
on to Wodgina. I admit that all these
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different centres are centres that are
worthy of attention which will, I hope,
in the very near future develop so encr-
mously that they must receive that atten-
tion at the hands of the Government and
Parlinmnent. But at the present time I
am {rying to prove this point, that it is
useless to hang up the development pro-
gramme of the Government in regard to
the Marble Bar district because we have
a district some hundred miles farther
south which may probably, and I think
will, warrant railway facilities in the
near future. The Wodging field is a
very promising field from all accounts,
but from there on we have nothing of
any moment until we get to the Marble
Bar district. There are different small
centres, but not one of them would war-
rant a railway construetion on its own
account,

Mr. Johnson: Can vou get direct from
Wodgina to Marble Bar %

The TREASURER : The Minister for
Mines informs me that yon cannot get
direct; yon would have to go north or
south a number of miles to get round
the hilly eountry in order to get to
Marble Bar. 8o there is a difficulty in
front of us on that aecount. We come
to this position, that to couple with one
of these south ports we would have not
only a harbour problem in front of us,
ntore than there is at Port Hedland, but
we would have to construct a railway per-
haps 80 or 100 iles farther than the
railway we are asking the House to en-
dorse from Pori Hedland to Marble Rar.
With reference to the harbour at Balla
Balla, remarks have been made in con-
nection with the jetty question and the
construction of this tramway. Let me
point out that it would be a scandal in-
deed, not the scandal such as was in-
terjected by one member, the granting of
a pemission to put down a tramline would
be, but it wounld be a seandal if we as a
Government were to stand in the way of
the progress and prosperity of a com-
pany that is doing good work in that dis-
trict.

Dy, Hicks: Are you nol going to bring
in legislation to authorise this tramline?

The TREASURER: Most certainly not.
This line is being construcied the same
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as seores of other trawlines on the Kast-
ern Uoldfields. The hon. member must
he well aware thal in the Lawlers disiriet
rhese framways have been construeted for
a considerable distance to bring in Lhe
ore to the central treatment plant, and
we have tramways constructed for other
purposes.  Those ave constructed under
the Mining Act for mining purposes; but
we have tramways also which are put
down under the Land Act for bringing
in fivewood.  There are numbers of thewm.
Members must be aware of it. I say it
would be a scandal indeed if this Gov-
ermuent were [o stand in the way of a
company eonveying their ore from the
mine to the port or to their smelting
works on the enast, or conveying back to
the mine the material they were import-
ing ov bringing  from the South, U
wonld be a seandal indeed if the Gov-
ernment did not graat them all the min-
ing facilities that other mining companies
have on the Eastern Goldfields.

My Angwin: Would it be almost equal
tv a private railway?

The TREASURER : Decidedly not.

M Taylor: What is the gauge? Tt
all depends upon the gauge.

The TREASURER: T do uot know. I
atl not partieular what it is. If they
like to make it 3ft. Gin. or 4ft. 8¥in,, it
dues not matter to we.

Ir. Johnson: You econld sell some of
yuour old stoek.

The TREASURER: I would be very
elad to sell them some of the old stock at
Midland Junetion.

Mr. Bath: They took all the high
eround at the water side.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. Bath: So 1 am informed.

The TREASURER : These people have
no concession. There is nothing in the
nature of a concession granted to this
company that other people have not the
right to get. The company are operating
12 miles from the coast, and they have
asked permission to make a tramway un-
der the Mining Aet.

Mr. Johnson: But you have given them
the monopoly of the jetty.

The TREASURER: Let me deal with
the tramway first; we will come to the
jetty  afterwards.  They have no mere
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concession than any other persons would
get from the Government fvr works of
this description. The member for Roe-
howrne found fanlt with the Government
tor having granted this permission, and
wanted to know why we did not build
the tramline ourselves. Tt would he a
business-like  procedure, would it, to
build a tramline 12 miles in length for a
mine that might close down or may run
on, to be used exelusively for one com-
pany’s work? I think we would he opew

to the censure of this House had
we suggested  sach  a thing  for
O mument. Members wounld say

at onee we were “greasing the fatted
sow.” Supposing that we had built this
tramline, and supposing eventually a rail-
way is constructed from Depuch Island
(it i the only point from which it can be
constructed on that part of the eoast to
the back country), and not from a ereek
whichi I believe at low tide has a sand bar
of some two o1 three miles in extent, that
is, it pues dry from the anchorage to
where the gowls are landed: if we have
eventunally to give railway eommunication
as § hope we will eventually have to do
some day, what good would our tramline
be! Tt would be at once non est, and
would not be worth old railway material.
The railway would start from Depuch
Tsland, and any gaods shipped there would
he carvied from Depuell lsland to the
mine, and would not touch Balla Balla at
all. T think that deals preity fully with
the Balla Balla question, Bnt let me
speak with rexard to the jetty. The posi-
tien as far as lhe jetty is concerned is
that temers were ealled in Fehruary of
the present vear for letting the jetties in
the Norvth-West for 12 months,  [r
Jolnson @ Does that iclude Port Hed-
land?] 1 think Port Hedland was the
only jetty eut out.  Only two offers were
made Tor this Balla Balla jetty, and hoth
of the tenderers specified that thex should
have the jetiy for three yvears. One offer
was for £130 per anuwm, and the other
was Tor £300 per anmun. It was pretty
evident that the £300 man was getting a
move on at any rate to zet hold of this
jetty knowing that the company  must
utilise it, and that possibly he wonld he
able to make soeethineg out of it. How-
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ever, acceeptance of the tender was de-
ferred pending fhe visit of a Minister for
Mines to the Novth-West, whicl visit was
then projected. In the meantime, the
man whe bad offered to pay £300 for the
jetty and had not put in any deposit, so
that we had very hittle liold on him, with-
drew his offer, and we were in the posi-
tion that we had only one offer, namely
from the company for £150 per annum.
The previous lessee who had the jelly was
paving £33 per annum. so il can be seen
-at onee the Govermment were doing 2 good
business deal when they got £150 per an-
num fov a jelty, for which up fo that
time they ¢ould only get £33.

Hon. H. F. Piesse : That agreement
does not give {he right to the lessee fo
preelude other persons from irading over
the jetty. Tt is only to farm the dues.

The TREASURER: Any person can
land roads at the jetiy, but the lessee eol-
lects the dues at the ordinary rates.
“There is n condition in the agreement that
if the eompany or their manazer do not
wsive proper attention fo other people in
the ordinary transaciion of  shipping
business over the jettv. the Government
lave the option to cancel the lease at a
month’s notice.  Thix tender was not ae-
cepted as members were ol to suppose,
without inquiry. hut the ‘hief Harbour
3Master recommmended it it was on bis
recommendation, 1t was considered a
good offer: for if the Government kept
the jetty iu thebr own hands they would
have had the (diffienlty of  labour
to  contend with in  that  respeci.
The shipping is intermittent, very in-
termittent, and it depends almost entirely
at the present time upon this company.
If you have an intermittent work you
must get a certain supply of labour on
band ito deal with that work, when it
comes along. The result is that you bave
to put men on fixed salaries which have
to be paid whether you want the labour
or not.  [Mr. Taylor : How will the
company get labour then?] They will,
I presume, send men from the mine when
ihe shipping comes in. They have, 1 be-
lieve, 100 men on their pay-sheets, al-
though there is some litile trouble there
at the present time which I hope soon
will be overcome. When they have ship-
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wents coming along, or other people bave
them, then the lessees will send their
labour down from the mine to work it.
[Mr. Johnrson : If they do not pay the
labour on the wharf a fair wage, will you
cancel the lease ?] The lessee has the
right to lay heavy rails over the jetty.
That is a right which it was thought
reasonable to grant the company in order
that they might carry heavy traffic over
it.  Thirty pound rails are to be laid
there at the lessee's expense and these
will become the property of the Govern-
ment on the expiration of the term of
the lease, without any compensation be-
ing granted. The term of the lease is
two years and nine months, for three
months had elapsed between return of
the tenders and ihe time when the tender
was finally accepted. There is nothing
which anyone can cavil at with regard to
the arrangements, which are in the best
interests, not only of the people who are
endeavouring to develop an industry
there, but also of the Government and the
State, for we are getting a businesslike
and a good return for the money which
has heen expended. To return to the
question of the goldfields, tin fields, and
copper fields which we hope to tap and
bring into practieal being by this vail-
way., I find on looking at the records
that this field is not what the hon. member
for Roebonrne depicts it, a petered-out
field, such as he has described the whole
of the North-West country, for there are
very guod mines there which need only
a cheap cost of prodoction to become
equal, according to Mr. Morgans, to the
Golden Mile at Kalgoorlie. A railway
running to Marble Bar will, as I have
said, serve a very large area of country,
which includes such mines as already
exigt in the Bamboo Creek District where
it has been stated the gold mines have
petered out for good and all. This place
flourished from 1893 to 1897, but the
wark was earried on there at very heavy
cost, sorpething like £18 to £20 per ton
having to be paid to bring materials from
the ship to the mine. When hon. mem-
bers remember that firewood in this dis-
trict costs from £3 to £4 10s. per cord,
they will understand at onee how im-
possible it was to eontinue mining of that
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description unless there was very rich ore
in very large quantities, The Bulletin
mine in the same distriet has a main shaft
down some 130 feet vertical, and S0 feet
underlay. I am given to understand on
the best authority that tributers are now
working on that lease on good gold, and
that the average value of the ore body
is two ounces a ton. Surely if tributers
who are taking out the hest of the ore
can make a good thing from the mine,
if the property were worked systemati-
cally with fairly reasonably cheap fuel
and transit, it will develop considerably
and be a very profitable venture for
those who put their money into it. Ad-
joining this property is the Bulletin Deep.
A considerable amount of ecapital has
been spent on that mine, and there is a
vertieal shaft put down 430 feet. Xt was
intended by the owners of the mine to
cross-cut at the 500 feet level, and to
intercept the vein which I have referred to
as existing in the Bulletin. The shaft
is 10 by 4 and well timbered
with sawn Jarrah, but the cross-eunt
in order to get the vein that ymns into
the property bas not been made, and the
show had to be abandoned because the
capital of the company was expended
and there was no more money fto go on
with. They could not make a payable
poposition ef it for the money had rum
short, and without reasonable railway
faeilities the shareholders would put no
more capital into the company. There
are also snch mines as the Bamboo
Queen, Bonnie Doon, Perseverance and
Prophecy, all of which have money spent
on them and have shafts put down from
80 to 150 feet in depth, and are well
timhered. [Mr. Taylor : Are they work-
ing now 2] No. All the money hag been
spent because of the heavy cost of cart-
age and the enormous cost of timber from
the coast, the latter amounting to some
£20 a ton. [Mr. A. J. Wilson : What
is the working cost of the mine which is
turning out two ounces per ton?] That
was mentioned in the speeches made some
years ago in the House ; T bave not .got
the particulars myself. The reason these
mines were all closed down temporarily
is well known. It was because of the
preat searcity of fuel and the heavy cost
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of cartage. At Marble Bar we find that
this fuel question a very pressing one,
s0 acute in fact that the tributers and
others who are endeavouring to eke out
an existence there have actnally gone to
the trouble of taking the timber from the
workings of the mines and the sleepers
from the tramlines in order to get wood
for wse as fuel. A district to be served
by the railway, if constructed, is Warra-
woona, This was discovered in 1898,
There are several mines there ineluding
the Klondyke Queen, the Boulder, and
the Gauntlet. The last-named was a
very promising show indeed and at a
depth of 150 feet three-ounce ore was
being raised by tributers. Nullagine has
been proved for many years, dating back
as it does to 1896. The shallow water
level proved a great obstacle in the way
of working the mines there, for it meant
that a large expenditure had to be in-
curred in pumping plants. Then freights
were found to be prohibitive and the
workings in a good many instances, I
believe, have collapsed through not being
timbered. The Barton has been worked
for years and the lowest point reached
there is 160 feet. There are large ore
bodies there going about 18 dwts. Mem-
bers can see at once in this case also that
it wonld be impossible to make 18 dwts.
pay unless there was cheap means of
getting supplies from the coast. Sandy
Creek has been proved in the past and
large quantities of gold have been gok
from there, rich chutes having been dis-
covered. Here again it has been found
impossible to work the mines on the large
and extensive scale they should be in or-
der to make them of value fo their
owners and the ecountry becanse of the
heavy cost of production, At Mosquito
Creek there are the Galtee More, Parnell,
the Last Surprise, and other mines all
going to a depth of over 100 feet. At
Lalla Rookh one property has heen de-
veloped to 140 feet on two lodes. The
northern lode has been driven on at the
90£ft. level for 200 or 300 feet. [Dr.
Hicks : How long sinee it has been
worked 7] Twelve or 18 months, I ean-
not say from memory. At the 140fE
level the lode has been driven on 70 feet

and there is a favourable ore body there
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about three feet wide and the values are
about 30 dwts. Lalla Rookh is about 70
miles from the coast, and although I be-
lieve the projected line does not go to
that place, it will serve it, as it is within
measurable distance of Marble Bar,
[Mr. Taylor: What is the distance from
the line 2] About 20 miles. 'This is
quite close enough to c¢heapen the cost
of production considerably in the way of
cartage. There are plenty of other good
prospecting shows, but the water trouble
has been a very serious one, and working
expenses and c¢artage have prevented
that proper development which will fol-
low the construction of the railway. All
these mines to which I have referred and
all the different centres which go from
Lalla Rookh, 70 miles from the
coast, to Nullagine, about 200 miles
from the coast, can be served and
served to a very great extent by the
cousiruction of this railway. It is true
ihat the nearer mines will receive the
most direct benefil. Thai is to be ex-
pected; but if we bridge over this 70
miles of sandy conmry, which has been
found to be so expensive and destine-
tive to the successful working of the
district in the past, you come to pro-
posilions within 20, 30, or 40 milez of
the line which previcusly Lad to eart
materials 150 miles. [dfr. Taylor: The
member for North Fremgutle says that
that 70 miles of sandy waste is good
pastoral eouniry, some of the best 1n
Australia.] T am very pleased to hear
that, for if the countryv is good pastoral
country probably somehody will be in-
duced to take it up and develop it. My
argnment to-night is that if it be the
veriest desert in the world all the more
reason why we should hasten to eon-
strnet a railway to bridge it over, so
that we c¢an reach the mineral district
at the back of it and cause it to be de-
veloped. [Mr. Bulcher: You are con-
sidering only one portion of the dis-
trict.] The railway will be the cause
of developing the main portion of the
country. Let the hon. member not for-
get this, that within 12 miles of Marble
Bar there is Moolyella, where 500 men

are working and getting a good living
from the alluvial tin. [Mr. Buicher:
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that is not gold.] I do not eare what
mineral it is so long as we have mining
in the district, and it can be helped for-
ward and developed by the construction
of the railway. I want to impress on
the House that not only are these men
making a good living there on alluvial
tin, but that lode tin has been disecovered
as well. It is idle for the hon. member
to contend otherwise. Lode tin has
heen discovered there and the Minister
for Mines has informed the House of
the fact. When we cast our minds back
to the history of the Greenbushes tin-
field in the Sonth-West disiviet of the
Stale we will remember that that field,
which I believe was diseovered 17 years
ago, has had its ups and downs. At one
tune it was prosperous and at other
times not so prosperous, but to-day it
is in a better condition than ever it
was before. There are now 1,500 people
supported by that field, and surely to
goodness we can hope with some justifi-
cation that this enormous tinfield of
Moolyella will be equally as successful
and profitable to the Staie. And I am
reminded, it is not confined to only
a few miles around Moolyella, but the
extent of this tin-bearing country is
about 900 square miles, so that its pos-
sihilities are enormons. I for one am
prepared to take the risk, and consider
that eonstructing this railway is a fair
business venfure. The Minister for
Mines reminds me that I way be per-
mitted to refer to the Cooglegong tin-
field, which, be says, from his own know-
ledge, promises to be as big as Mool-
yella. The Cooglegong field is some 30
miles distant from the proposed railway.
Still, the field will be served, and the
development of the district enhanced by
the line. I come to the question of the
port; and I regret to hear so many pes-
simistie utterances regarding Port Hed-
land. It seems to me members who bave
opposed Port Hedland as the starting-
point of the railway have gone out of
their way to uiterly damn it. [3r,
Butcher: Nature did that.]
has not done that. In the early portion
of this year I had the advantage of
visiting this port, and I venture to say,
as one with some little experience of
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harbours not only in Australia bul in
the old country, that tor a tidal harbour
Port Hedland is excellent. It bas its
disabilities and its difficulties; but the
diffieulties are not insurmountable, and
at n very small cost Port Medland can
be made a harbour snch as we have not
on the eoast anywhere between Hedland
and Premantle. That is conclusively
proved by the faet that for the year end-
ing the 30th June last 90 steamers en-
tered that port and went to the jetty.
[#Mr. Buicher: Different steamers?] I
do not say they were different steamers.

What does that matter?  Ninety
steamers went lo the Jetty, and
58 small sailing vessels. A tonnage
of 118430 entered the port, and

no aceident oceurred; and there has never
been an aceident in Port Hedland, nor
has any serious injury been caused to a
vessel therein. Although it is a tidal
port, yet at low water during spring tides
we have 19 feet of water on the outer
bar, and at neap tides, the lowest, there
are 12 feet of water on the outer bar;
while at any time, ai neap tide, vessels
drawing 16 feet 6 inches can cross the
outer bar, [Mr. Butcher: What about
the inner bar?] And during the greater
portion of the month vesels drawing from
20 to 21 feet ean cross the bar at high
tide. What more does the hon. member
want? [Mr. Butcher: What is the rise
and fall of tide?] About 19 feet in the
springs and about 12 feet, I suppose, at
neaps; so what the hon. member stated
is ineorrect. He said the bharbour could
be used for only some 12 days in the
month. [Mr. Butcker: That is so.] I
amn pointing out that is not so; that the
harbour can be utilised on any day of
the month by vessels drawing 16 feet
6 inches, during the greater number of
days In the month by vessels drawing as
much as 20 and 21 feet. After crossing
the outer bar a vessel ean, and most
steamers 1 presume do, go up the deep-
water channel, which can be used to
avoid the inner bar; and some six addi-
tional bheacons are now being erected; so
I am informed on the best authority there
is no difficulty whatever in negotiating
the entrance to that barbour. Alengstde
the jetty there is 16 feet at low water
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during neap tides, and at spring tides any
amount of water. Ships drvawing up to
20 feet can lie there at low tides. More-
over, there are no undne delays. Insome
ports of the world, notably in the old
country, there is great diffieulty in get-
ting inte or away from tidal barbours.
There are two tides in the 24 hours; and
if a vessel comes along at dead low water,
she has naturally to wait, at Port Hed-
land as at other tidal harbours, some five
or six howrs, if she draws from 12 to 21
feet, before she can enter the lLarbour.
To my knowledge that disability exists
in hundreds of harbowrs all over the
world; and to eondemn a harbour be-
cause of some slight delay between the
time of arrival and the time of crossing
the bar safely is absurd and unreascnable.

Mr. Taylor: Do you think ne additional
expenditure on the harbour will be needed
when the railway is built?

The TREASURER: I.do not say so
for n moment. I say from my knowledge
of harbours, Port Hedland is a natural
harbour whieh reqnives the expenditure
of only a few thonsand pounds to make
it for all thune perfectly safe and a most
useful port. Even at the present time it
has proved a safe and useful harbour;
and we should be foolish indeed to con-
demn it and go elsewhere. I have spoken
briefly of the Balla Balla jetty. Let we
remind the Hounse that steamers there
have to lie off some five miles from the

jetty, which is practically dry at low
water. It is only a boat jetty on the
créek, There is only 10 to 11 feet of

water at high spring tides at that jeity,
and the shoal I have referred to, dry at
every tide, extends from two and a-half
to three miles. Whe in his sober senses
would recommend that the Government
should expend a large sum of money at
snch a place as Balla Balla in preference
to Port Hedland? To connect Depuch
Island with the mainland is another pro-
posal; but though there has been neo fully
detailed estimate of the cost, this has
heen stated by one engineer at something
like £200,000. Mr. Babington, I think,
made that estimate. Without a detailed
survey, but from his experience, he con-
cluded that this sum would he needed;
and it is reasonable to seppose it would,
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and that the £50,000 mentioned by the
member for Roebourne (Dr. EHicks) is a
product of the hon. member’s imagina-
tion, arrived at by a wrong diagnosis of
the case. 1 think T have proved my con-
tention that the distriet is well worth sur-
veving; that the proper comrse to take in
order o zive the district a chance nf sub-
slantinfing what has been said about it and
whal we antieipale from it is o provide
it wiih railway eommunication from the
neurest port. 1 think members will agree
with e I have proved that Port Hedland
is a harbeur which at very small expense
can he made alinost second to none on
pur coast, and a harbour well worthy of
our atlention. T think alse I may main-
fain T have proved that the immediate dis-
trict to be served by the railway affovds
proxpect of great prosperity, holding out
the hope of great avenues of employment
for the labour of our settlers, resulting
in large profits to investors of eapital.
The mineral belt which ean be tapped by
the railway, even though it he constructed
in the first instanee no farther than Mar-
ble Bar, will be enormmous. The length
of the Lalla Rookh belt, which has not
vet been absolutely defined, cannot, ac-
cording to the Clovernment Geologist, be
less than 30 or 40 miles. The North
Pole, the Talga Talga and the Bamboo
helt is at least 50 miles. The Marble Bar,
Warrawoona, the Cooglegong and the
Mount Elsie belt bas been proved to ex-
tend over about 80 miles; while the Nul-
lagine, Middle Creek and Sandy Creek
zone i= known to extend at least 40 miles;
and there are strong geologieal reasons
for the helief that it continues much far-
ther to the east, and may possibly cross
the upper reaches of the Oakover River.
With all this information before us, with
the report of the State Mining Engineer,
Mr. Montgomery, which was read by the
Premier when he introduced this measure
—Mvr. Montgomery, who has his reputa-
tion at stake and is not likely to give
wrong advice, being strongly of opi-
nion that in the best interests of the eoun-
try the railway should be built on the
route alveady surveved from Port Hed-
land to Marble Bar, and that it will be-
come a profitable venture soon afier con-
struciion—I think the House will he ill
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advised indeed if ¥k rejecls a measure
which means so much to the country.

Mr. E. C. BARNETT (Albany): I
listened with great interest to the speeches
of the members for Roebourne (Dr.
Hicks) and Gaseoyne (Mr. Buicher} on
the proposed railway from Port Hedland
to the Pilbarra mineral fields, and de-
cided that if the pessimistic view they
took of the prospects of the success of
the venture was justified by inquiries I in-
tended to make, no course would be open
to me but to oppose the project. Since
the mewber for Roehonrne spoke 1 have
spent the greater part of my spare time
in reading reports and interviewing prae-
tical men who have spent a considerable
time in the distriet, and who I believe are
qualitied to give me an honest opinion as
tn the probable suceess or probable failure
of the Pilbarra mineral fields; and I am
pleased to say, after gathering all avail-
able juformation, I ean give to the Gov-
ernment proposal a whole-learted sup-
port. The member for Gascoyne made n
greal feature of his suggestion that the
railway should start from Point Sampson.
A great feeder will be found at Whim
Creek, and he also pointed out that the
first 70 miles of the line from Port Hed-
tand would practically go through barren
country.

Mr. Butcher : That was the Minister’s
statement in moving the second reading
of the Bill.

The Minister for Works :
statement all the same.

Mr. BARNETT : The hon. member
supported the construction of the railway
from Point Sampson, 50 or 60 miles of
the railway running a reasonable distance
from the eoast, and any mineral dis-
eoveries along the line from Point Samp-
son to Whim Creek counld easily be helped
by the construetion of short tramways
to the nearest natural ports, or conces-
sions similar to those granted to the pro-
prietors of the Whim Creek Mine, Be-
tween 50 and 60 miles of the line from
Point Sampson to Whim Creek wounld be
as useless as the first 70 miles of the pro-
posed railway from Port Hedland to
Marble Bar, with this difference, that
when the 70 miles from Port Hedland

It is a true
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hnd been constructed the line would be
within a distance of 45 miles from Marble
Bar ; and when 50 or 60 miles of the
railway to Whim Creek was construeted
the line would be considerably over 100
miles from Marble Bar. In reference to
the advocacy of the member for Roe-
bourne to make Balla Balla the starting
peint ; from inquiries I have made I
think it would be a mistake if such an
idea were entertained for a moment. The
distance from Depuch Island to the main-
land iz 5 miles, and the only way to eon-
neet Depuch Tsland with the mainland
would be by a causeway averaging any
height up to 50 feet, and this would be
at a tremendous cost. Balla Balla could
only be used as a port by lightering the
cargo from the steamers. When making
inguiries I asked a gentleman who had
had a large praectical mining experience
on the Pilbarra fields, the correctness of
the statement made by the member for
Roebourne as to the mines petering out ;
this gentleman informed me that in the
majority of instances the mines had stop-
ped working ; they had gone down as
far as they could go without timbering,
and in the majority of instances good
gold was obtained. If timber could be
secured at a reasonable price there was
every possibility, after the construction
of the railway, of hundreds of mines
proving profitable. I also asked, the
proposal of the Ministry being generally
to make Nullagine the objective of any
railway, would it be advisable in the first
place to construet the line to Marble Bar;
and would that point open up & sufficient
mineral area to justify the eonstruction
of the line? and the answer to this in-
quiry was deeidedly favourable.  This
gentleman also drew my attention to the
reports by Mr. @ibb Maitland by which
members will see the numbers of mines
in which shafts have been sunk and have
fallen in. [Mr. Tagylor : Anybody in
them when they fell in 9] No. The
information given by Mr. Gibb Maitland
in his report is that the ground is not
good enongh to stand without timbering.
The owners have worked the mines as
far as they possibly can without timber-
ing, but the mines have hecome toc un-
safe to go farther. In the opinion of
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Mr. Maitland the majority of the mines
if the railway were constructed and tim.
her were used, would open up again
In reference to the remarks that this
line, if it were extended to Nullagine
would leave a large portion of the field
unsupplied with railway ecommunication
and would only serve a portion of the
field, the opinion has been expressed tc
me that the coustruetion of this railway
would prove the sueccess of the field tc
such an extent that it would warrant the
construction of feeders to open up differ
ent portions of the field. I may mention
that this information has not been sup-
plied by a Government official ; 1 have
made nse of Mr. Gibb Maitland’s report
but other information I have obtained
from independent outside sources ; and
after having obtained this information 1
shall support the Government proposal.

Mr.G.TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) : 1
am in the unfortunate position of having
listened to many debates in this House
for the last seven years in favour of this
line. I well remember the optimistic
speech delivered by the then member for
Coolgardie, Mr. Morgans, which has been
quoted te-night by the Treasurer.

Ar. Angwin : e has delivered a gond
many in this country.

Mr. TAYLOR : I admit that ; and nc
doubt they are optimistie speeches.

The Minister for Works : Do not you
like a cheerful man ¢

Mr. TAYLOR : I would never seleci
the Minister for'Works as a cheerful man,
It was ane of Mr. Morgans' character-
isties that he was a most able man in
after-dinner speeches in the way of mak-
ing optimistic remarks. It was generally
accepted that these speeches were invari-
ably sent to the shareholders in England.
That was one of the characteristics deeply
marked in the then member for Cocl
wardie, Mr. A. E. Morgans. T have heard
that gentleman say that the then Govern-
ment were standing in the way of thai
portion of the State by not building 2
line, were acting on the dog-in-the-man-
ger principle and not allowing private
enterprise to build the railway, We were
told repeatedly that if the Government
would only admit of private enterprise
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building that line, private -enterprise
would baild it and the country would war-
rant it. That opportunity was given to
private enterprise, but what did private
enterprise do ¥ They would not touch it.
Mr. Morgans said that there was ample
money fortheoming, but it was not there
when it was wanted.

The Premier : Tt was there so long as
we pave them a guarantee of four per
cent. interest, *

Mr. TAYLOR : We find the same
speeches are made in favour of this rail-
way now. I am not going to oppose the
constroetion of the line, but I believe
there has been no case made out for its
construction. The only case made out
for the line—of course it will not be a
eriticism—was that by the Treasnrer to-
pight ; and when you put the Treasurer’s
speech side by side with the speech of
the Minister for Mines whe is just warm
from that disiriet, just fresh from those
fields, we find that the Minister pointed
out the position of the places described
by the Treasurer. The Treasurer des-
cribed those places in the most glowing
terms ; but what did the Minister for
Mines who preceded him say? The
Minister for Mines has been on the spot
and itbe Treasurer has never been there.
I believe the Treasurer got somewhere
near the outer fringe of the country on
his way to Japan, and he knows ihe
harbour ; but 1 say the harbour is not
going to be put in order for a few
thousand pounds.

The Treasurer : Have you been there 3

Mr. TAYLOR : No, but I have met
hundreds of men who have been there,
and I have known these people in other
parts of Australia, and they have given
their opinion of the eouniry 12 years ago.
[Interjection by Mr. Underwood.] There
have been men there long before the hon.
member ‘was there. At Lalla Rookh Mr.
Gregory said 6,200 tons of ore were
erushed for 7400 ounces of gold, cover-
ing a perivd of something like four or
five vears. He also said, when I inter-
joeted and asked what was being done
there now, that there was nothing there
whatever. This is one of the places the
Preasurer painted in glowing terms to-
night,

3
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The Treasurer : What did he mean ?
Mr. TAYLOR : I ean only take the

literal meaning of the statement.  There
has been a certain amount of work done
there, and a certain amount of gold ob-
tained from a certain amount of stone,
but there is no work being done there
now.

Mr. Gordon : They cannot work wnder
the eircumstances.

Mr. TAYLOR : We have an answer
from the intellectual giant from Canning.
We find the Minister for Mines saying
that Marble Bar was ahuost abandoned,
so far as mining prupositions were con-

cerned. There is the case for the rail-
way. There have been 10,700 tons

crushed for 24,000 ozs. of gold. Then
we come to Bawmboo Creek, the place the
Treasurer spoke so highly of. The Min-
ister for Mines said there were 10,000
tons crushed for 17,000 ozs., and that
there were not 20 men employed there.
I irust the opinion of the Minister for
Mines, fresh from the spot, with all help
to enable him to probe into the matter.
He had the State Mining Engineer and
a representative of the Press with him;
and if they could not get at the exact
condition of affairs, I do not think the -
Treasurer could on a flying trip along the
coast to Japan. Then there is the War-
rawoona distriet where, according to the
Minister for Miues, they crushed 5,700
tous for 17,000 ozs., but there were not
20 men employed. Next we come to the
only place where there was any number
of men working; and that was not on
gold, it was on tin. I speak of Mool-
vella where, according to the Minister for
Mines, there were between 500 and 530
men working. It is the only place where
there are any men working now. But
that place was not in existence when I
heard very optimistie specches in con-
neetion with this railway five or six
vears ago. Let us get down to bedrock.
What is this railway going to serve? At
the very utmost, 1,200 inhabitants. The
Minister for Mines found abont 700 on
his trip: I helieve that at the very out-
side there are 1,200. There must be
some justifieation to spend a quarter of
a wmillion on a rvailway proposition to
serve 1,200 people.
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Mr. Gordon:
the railway?®

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not opposing the
railway; but I want some case made out
for it. The Government have not made
out any ease. I am pointing out the
necessity for a case to be made ount be-
fore this vailway is built. It bas
been mooted that a select committee
shonld go into this matter. I hope it
will; because there has been no case made
out so far. I say that the optimism of
the Treasurer does not justify us spend-
ing a quarter of a million to serve 1,200
people. I am not going to accept state-
ments from men of the “flying squadron”
sent there last. Some of them came to
this House and said they passed through
the best pastoral eountry from Port Hed-
land to Marble Bar; but we have had evi-
dence from people who have seen the dis-
triet that there is not a blade of grass
growing for 74 miles from Port Hedland.

Mr., Underwood: Is the hon. member
in order in making a deliberately incor-
reel statement?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not prepared
te say that the hon. member is out of
order. The member for Mt. Margaret
has made one statement, and the member
for Pilbarra has made another.

Mr. Underwood: The hon. mem-
ber said that was the statement of peo-
ple who had seen the country. I have
geen it and say there i1s a blade of grass
growing within that distance from TPort
Hedland.

Mr. TAYLOR : I was not aware that
the hon. member was one of the “flying
squadron.” There is spinifex for a long
way. I have only to turn up Hansard
and read the speeches of the late member
for Pilbarra, Mr. Isdell, who said to the
Government, “ Whatever you do, it is
highly necessary that you should eon-
struet portion of this line, for at least
40 or 50 miles, to get over the spinifex
and enahle carriers to take the loading
from there to the various centres where
the country is hetter grassed.” [Mr.
Gordon : Is spinifex bad  country?]
That is in Hansard. Members know well
that we have the report of the member
for Yilgarn (Mr. Horan), when he re-
turned, about how many blades of spin-

You are not opposing
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ifex a sheep had to live on. I have not
been there, and I cannot say; but when I
hear members like the member for Gas-
coyne {Mr. Butcher)—and no member will
question his knowledge of pastoral areas
—[Mr. Gordon : The Brands Bill you
brought in together was a guarantee of
that] —when we have it on the authority
of that hon. member that this area is
spinifex—— .

The I'reasurer : Tlas he been there?

Mr, Butcher : Yes,

Mr. TAYLOR : The hon. member does
not speak without full knowledge ; he
has never been accused in this House—
and he has been in this House a long
time—of making statements about coun-
try he has not been in. T accept the
statement of the hon. member that it is
spinifex, [Mr. Gordon: If it is spin-
ifex; is it bad country?] The hon, mem-
ber is not going to make e say any-
thing. I know jnst as much about spini-
fex country as the member for Canning
does. We know well that if it is buck
spinifex, as is has been described—{Air.
Gordon : Who deseribed it as buek spini-
fex?] I do not think the-hon. meniber is
capable of describing what is spinifex,
[3fr. Gordon : Do you- know any other
kind of spinifex?] The hon. member is
trying to be funny; but it is no time to
be funny when we are spending a quarter
of a million with nothing before us but
optimistic speeches. I want faets, [Mr.
Gordon : Well, you have “spini-facts.”]
There i1s no douht about the country de-
seribed by those who have been there.
For 74 miles from Port Hedland, or at
least 50 miles according to the late mem-
ber, it is spinifex. And that is the rea-
son why earriage is so dear, and that is
largely the reason why camels have to be
introduced into that country. That is
the truth. There is a great difficulty in
getting over that sandy country for 70
miles. That being se¢, and we are going
to serve only 1,200 people, I am afraid
this railway line will have to make the
lodes larger and make them carry gold.
My experienee, in Western Australia es-
pecially, has proved beyond doubt that
when poldfields in this State were con-
siderably farther away from railway and
seaport ecommunication than the fields on
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the Pilbarra district are to-day, they were
being worked and machinery was being
put on them, because there was something
to work on; they were not abandoned
after the first crushings; they were not
abandoned at 80ft. or 100ft. After all
these years the Pilbarra field has been
going the deepest shaft is only 400ft., and
there is notbing too flash at the bottom of
it, according to the member for Roe-
bourne, and aceording to the Minister for
Mines himself, The Minister has not n
any way said there was much there. Al
the Minister showed was the ore raised
and crushed, and the gold gone and the
people vanished. He helieves this railway
will make the place flourish. I hope it
does, If it does not, the State will suffer,
for, according to the member for Gas-
coyne, we must solely depend on the mine-
ral areas, as this line will not serve any
of the pastoral areas.

Mr. Underwood: 1 do not think the
member for Gascoyne made that state-
ment.

Mr. Butcker: I said a very small por-
tion.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes; the hon. member
gave the number of sheep and cattle the
other line would serve, but not this. In
New South Wales they depend largely for
their back loading on wool. We know
that railways in Australia are rarely used
for stock; they travel stock; but we know
that in Queensland they have made their
lines a sueeess on acecount of the wool
that they ecarry—thousands of tons an-
nually, unless they have a drought, and
even if they have a drought the country
grows up again in a few years. I would
like the Government to have brought
down something imnore earnest, something
more than mere optimistic statements as
to what the line was going to serve. No
doubt there is wealth up there. I know
men who believe in the country; on the
ather hand I know hundreds of men who
have left the district. I know men who
have gone there from the Eastern Gold-
fields and returned, saying the place was
no good; on the other hand I know men
who have come down from there to the
Eastermm Goldfields and returned. The
copper is improving the condition of the
country, If it were not for the copper

{15 Avowvsr, 1907.]

Marble Bar Railway. 875

lodes and the tin that is being worked
there, how many men would be employed?
How many men are there on gold to-day?
The Minister for Mines says that there
are practically none, and I am told by
way of interjection by inembers on the
Government side that there are practie-
ally none working there. We are told
the line is being built to bring fuel and
mining timber to the mines. The railway
line will not do anything in the way of
making timber grow for fuel or mining
timber purposes, What the Government
should eonsider is the cheapening of
transit from Fremantle to Port Hedland.
If the Government could land stuff at
Port Hedland cheaply, they could take it
by camels and teams. The camels could
bridge the sandy desert spoken of, and
the teams could carry the goods on. What
kills .the people up there is the heavy
freight from Fremantle to Port Hedland.
There is no doubt about that. The Gov-
ernment should consider that question,
and alse it would he wise on the part of
the Government, in addition to cheapen-
ing the freights to Port Hedland, to do
something by way of proving the mineral
belts up there, by voting say £25,000 or
£50,000 to locate the ore hodies at a
depth, thus giving people some guarantee
of the stability of the are bodies in that
country, instead of going to the expense
right off-hand of spending a quarter of
a million on one project; and I am not
sure that something near that sum will
not have to be spent on harbours. I have
no desire to oppose the line, but I want
to place on record my position in regard
to it.

Mr, Underwood: A yes-no position.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is not a yes-no posi-
tion. The hon. member thinks that un-
less the railway goes there he will not
last much longer in this House. That is
not my position. I want to place on re-
cord what I believe to be true.

Mr. Johnson: Then you must vote
against the line.

Mr. TATYLOR: No. I say {he state-
ments we have had are eonflicting. We
have had statements in this House in re-
gard to the railway for the last five or
six years; but it is necessary to have
some evidence. The Government have
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ample time to give it, because three Min-
isters have spoken, and they have eon-
tradicted each other. The Treasurer
contradicted the statement of the Min-
ister for Mines in so far as he referred to
such places as Bamboo Creek, where the
Minister found practieally no one work-
ing. [Mr. Gordon : Put the railway
there and you will see thousands of
people.] There are about 1,200 people
in the whole distriet the railway will
serve. I would move for the appoint-
ment of a select committee, but at the
present time I am unable to take up the
work of chairman. I hope that the
Government will give an opportunity to
members to have this matter dealt with,
and so place the House in possession of
the full facts. Anyone who reads the
speeches which have been made with re-
gard to this line from the very commence-
ment of the project 7 or 8 years ago, will
realise how very conflicting they are.
The position of the country is worse now,
if you take away the copper and tin,
than it ever was before. The gold is
apparently gone and there is no one fol-
lowing that industry, but the tin and cop-
per industries are now heing dealt with.
It would be a proper attitude for the
Government to allow a select committee
to go into this matter instead of plunging
into it in the way that is the case. Most
of the supporters of the Government
have recognised this really is a plunge
or gamble. The member for East Perth,
who was one of the flying squadron, said
it was a big plunge, & big gamble, but
added * Let the Government gamble if
they choose,” This was after he had
gone through the district with all his
wonderful powers of penetration, a man
who could almost see miles into the
bowels of the earth ; but he eomes back
and gays it is a great gamble and plunge.
[Mr. Gordon : What did the member for
North Fremantle say ?] He spoke in
the most glowing terms of the spinifex
being the most glorious pastoral country
he had ever seen. Even the member for
East Perth was not so far gone as that,
but recognised the spinifex. I hope some
hon. member who is in a position to take
up the position of chairman of a select
committee will move for one. It would
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only delay the passage of the measure for
3 weeks or a month, and would give mem-
bers an opportunity of going into the
matter more thoroughly, and have some-
thing morve tangible to go on hefore they
are called npon to vote for the measure,

Mr. P. COLLIER (Boulder) : If the
member for Mount Margaret is a sup-
porter of the Bill, T canmot imagine what
sort of a speech an opponent of the
measure wonld make. T find myself in a
similar diffienlty to other members in.
coming to a decision on the Bill. Tt re-
lates to a part of the country which not
more than 8 or 9 members have ever
seen, and we are compelled to rely upon
whatever information we can gather, and
the knowledge of other persons who have
seen the country. [Mr. Johnson : And
they differ.] They may have differed ;
but at all events a great majority support
the construction of the line. Personally
I am prepared to take the views of those
hon. members who have visited the conn-
try, and other members who have a know-
ledge of it. T do not think that the mem-
bers who eomprised the party that visited
the North-West—the member for Can-
ning, the wember for North Fremantle,
and others—have any interest whatever
in coming here and pieturing glowing
prospects for that part of the country if
they are not warranted. Farthermore I
am prepared to accept mueh of the infor-
mation supplied by the Minister for
Mines, who also visited the country.
The member for Mount Margaret says
that not one of the three Ministers who
have spoken has made out a case, or has
given any information as to the
possibilities of the linee I can
hardly imagine what other information
they conld give. We lLave the reports
of the mining authorities, all the reports
congerning the mineral possibilities of
that part of the country, and what elge
is there to be obtained? Tt has been
stated-—and we all agree in it—that
there is an element of risk in connec-
tion with the construetion of the line.
but we all know there is an element of
risk in the econstruction of any railway
into a goldfields country. It must be
s0; you ecannot wait until the mines
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have heen thoroughly praved to a depth
before you construet a railway; if vou
de you will never have mines to con-
struet a railway to. We took that risk
in the construetion of the Cue and the
Fastern  goldfields railways, [3r.
Taylor : The population at Cue was
greater before the line was hoilt than
it has ecver been since]. 'The mineral
development of that part of the eonntry
gave little more guavaniee than appears
in eounection wilh the present proposal.
The population does net count. The
question is as to what has been proved
in the lodes and in the mineral resources
of the distriet. With regard to the
North-West goldfields, you bave to re-
member that most of the mines which
the member said were abandoned, have
been abandoned for some eight or ten
years. The member for Pilbarra as-
sures mé of that, They were abandoned
at a time there was extravagant manage-
ment of the whole of the mines in the
‘State, and if the mines on the Golden
Mile were managed on the same lines
as those at Pilbarra were eight years
aga, there would not be one of them ex-
isting to-day. [Mr. Taylor: Do you
say the Lalla Rookh was abandoned
from eight to ten wyears ago?] Many
of the shows referred lo by the member
for Roebourne as having been closed be-
cause, he says, they had pinched out,
have heen abandoned for eight or ten
vears, Moreover, it is not proved that
the lodes have pinched out. I have
been assured by those whoe have visited
that part of the eountry, that in most
of them waier was struck at bhetween
80 and 100 feet, and hecause of the
dangerous and treacherous nature of the
country, and owing to the high cost of
timber the owners had heen compelled
to abandon them. The cost for the car-
riage of timber alone to Marble Bar is
£20 per ton. When we take that into
consideration we realise that it would
take a very rich mine indeed to ¢arry on
with such a price for the cartage of tim-

her. I do not wish to say mueh as to
the line, for I do unot pose as an
authority., I am not in the possession

of sufficient information to allow me to
refer to Lhe possibilities of this part of
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the Staie, but it is a reasonable busi-
ness propusifion and I think there are
sufficient possibilities for this part of
the esuntry to warrant us in taking the.
risk of spending so much money on the
line.  The member for Mount May-
garetl says that if we tale away the fin
aud copper, lhere is nothing left. Are
we justified in taking away the possi-
bilities of the tin and eopper industries
in considering this guestion? We ave
justified, I econlend, in taking these faets
into eonsideration for they form impor-
tant eonsiderations in justifying us in
gonstrueling the line. The fact that
the tin-mining industry employs 500
men under the present econditions, and
that the {in-bearing eountry embraces
an area of 90 square miles, almost war-
rants us in eonstructing the railway for
that alone. On the information,.{he
facts and the figures supplied, I will
support the construciion of the railway,
believing as I do that subsequent evenis
will fully warrant our attitude.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): .In
view of the difference of opinions of
members on this side of the House, 1
think we will have {p go to the Attorngy
General and his colleagnes to learn
those rigorous rules of caucus by which
they eontrol the members of the Min-
isterial party. So far as the proposal
to eonstruet this line is concerned, hon.
memhers who have not had the oppor-
tanity of visiting that portion of the
State, are in precisely the position I am
in. They have to a large extent to rely
upon information supplied to them by
those members who have had that oppor-
tunity, and also hy the remarks of offi-
cers of the Mines and other departments
who have visited the distriet, and have
submitted their reports to the Govern-
ment. The faet iz that 1he Ministers who
introdueed this measure have to take. a
very large share of responsibility. They
are in eontrel of the officers of the de-
partment on whose reports the introdue-
tion of this Bill is hased, and members of
the House, whether upon the Ministerial
or Opposition benches, have to rely
targely upon the reports of those officers
and the disinterestedness of Ministers in



878 Port Hedland-
securing them and placing them before
the House. I have not had an oppor-
tunity of visiting the North-West of this
State, although I eertainly wish I had had
a chanee to pay a visit there before to-
day. My attitude on the Bill before the

ouse is this: As one who has not been
there T recognise that we have a new dis-
trict, one which is remofe from the seat
of Government; we have men engaged
there chiefly in the mining industry but
also in other industries, who are battling
in the efforts to develop the district, If
we were to adopt a dog-in-the-manger
policy, if through the remoteness of those
distriets we were to disregard their in-
terests saying, “Because we are not in a
position to wvisit you therefore we shall
not support this Bill,” we would be giv-
mg to them the greatest possible dis-
couragement they eould get. T recognise
that on the evidence given by the Pre-
mier in his introductory speech, and in
the speeches of his colleagues who sup-
ported him, we cannot say the case for
the railway has been absolutely proved.
Afler all, the position is that the country
15 one of promise, that there are mineral
developments which 1 the opinion of the
departmental officers who have been there
will with railway facilities make the dis-
triet prosperouns. Of cowrse, with a pro-
mising district we cannot do as we ean
with a person—call upon him to honour
his promise to pay. If the Pilbarra flelds
do not turn ont well, there will be a loss
to the country. But there is strong pre-
sumptive evidence of the existence in
these mineral fields of tin, of copper, of
gold, spreading over a large stretch of
country that with facilities, with cheap
transit for mining supplies and partien-
larly for mining timber, which is a high-
ly important matter, there will be greater
opportunities of developing the mines at
a much cheaper rate; and it is only with
these facilities that we can hope to have
the fields developed. It is from the point
of view that we have there people who
are trying to develop the country, that
they are remote from us and have not an
opportnnity of bringing their wants pro-
minently before us, that I am willing to
support this expenditure so that the Gov-
ernment may assist them to justify the
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faith they have shown in the district by
venturing practically their all in trying
to open it up. And it is on that score
—not because there has been an abso-
lutely conelusive case made on behalf of
the measure, but because there is a claim
to our consideration—that 1 will support
the Bill for constructing the railway. It
is true some dounbt has been raised in my
nind by the speeches of the members for
Gtascoyne (Mrv. Buicher) and Roebourne
(Dr. Hieks), as to whether the best route
has been selected. But in view of the re-
ports of the officers, on which reports we
have to rely, heing the veports of men
who are paid to report impartially on
such projects, I have come to the con-
clusion that we must aceept their advice
and therefore construct the railway from
Port Hedland.

Mr. Butcher: Accept the Government
{eologist’s report, which I read to the
House.

Mr. Underwood: You did not read it
all.

Mr. Buitcher: I read what it said on
those points.

Mr. BATH : The Government Geologist
does not support the eontention of the
lien. member as against the Premier’s
proposal for construeting the railway
from Port Hedland.

Mr. Butcher: No; he does not.

Mr., BATH: And the State Mining
Engineer reports in favour of starting
from Port Hedland.

Mr. Butcher: He was there for about
a week.

Mr. BATH: All the members of the
House who made a trip there also say
that Port Hedland should be the starting
point. T say that the speech of the mem-
ber for Gaseoyne has raised considerable
doubt in my mind as to wheiher we arve
selecting the best starting-point; hut
after the promises made that this railway
should be consiructed I believe it would
only delay the matter fo consider his oh-
jeetion, and therefore we should accept
the official reports and eonstruct the rail-
way from Port Hedland. It is a duty
we owe to the people of that distriet, and
I will therefore support the Premier’s
proposal,



Port Hedland-

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison):
Kunowing as [ do the disabiliiies of those
engared m put-back mining, in my humble
opinion the line to the Pilbarratieldshould
be pushed forward with all possible
speed. Never having been in any part of
that distriet T am not in a position to say
which is the best route. The responsi-
bility for selecting such roules should be
placed- on the shoulders of the officers
who have at great expense to the State
visited the district to make inquiries. Had
I been through the country I might have
been able to speak with some authority
o the question of the mines ; but as
every member who has visited the district
has spoken hopefully of the prospects
of its mineral areas, I maintain that the
present or any Goverbment are in duty
bound to push forward as speedily as
they ecan a work of this importance.
When we consider the freights that have
to be paid for carting mining machinery,
timber, and other goods from the port to
the fields, it is wonderful that the mines
have continuved struggling so long, Even
where the eost of cartage is only £7 or
£3 per ton it Is alwmost impossible to
work a mine with any great success.
When we sec that in the past some hun-
dreds of thousands of ounces of gold
have been obtained in that district, I am
of opinion that the gold will not cut out
within a few feet of the surface. I have
heard from those who were in Bendigo
in 1872, and I have read also, that even
Bendigo itself was praclically abandoned
in that year because it was said the mines
were worked out. A poor zone had been
met with at a depth of 300 or 400 feet ;
but since that time the Bendigo mines
have gone to considerably over 3,000 feet,
and they are paying well now. I have
faith enough in the goldfields of Western
Australia to believe that our gold will
wo down to a greater depth than from 80
to 400 feet, which is said to be the
deepest level hitherto reached in the
North-West. I have no dirvect knowledge
of the eountry, but I have every sympathy
wilh those working out hack, who have
to pay such high freights and work under
such great disadvantages,  Without de-
laying the matter fariher I will give the
measure wy hearty support, though I
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disclaim any personal responsibility for
the route, because I do not know one
route from the other.

Mr. C. A. HUDSON (Dundas}: I
also, not baving visited the distriet, can-
not speak of it from personal knowledge;
but I regard the proposed railway as ene
for the development of the mining re-
sources of the State, and I think, if we
fake as an indication the similar rail-
ways already constructed by the (fovern-
nient, we may safely give this proposal
favourable consideration. The line pro-

posed last year to Norseman was
said by some Government sup-
porters to be oue that would go

to a deserted mining eamp. Sinee its
construction was eommenced a fresh im-
petus has been given to mining in that
locality, the population is increasing ;
and as an indication of advance in the
mining industry T may say an additional
thirty head of stamps is to be erected
during the current year. As to the rail-
way construeted for the development of
our mineral resources between Hopetoun
and Ravensthorpe, that distriet also is
rapidly going ahead, and in one mining
centre three small batteries will be erected
during the eurrent year, while business
on the coast is hung up on aceount of its
congestion. I was favourably disposed
to this Port Hedland railway from

the beginning, though I, like other
members  was  somewhal  concerned
when I leard the speeches of

the members for Gascayne and Roe-
bourne ; but the tone of their remarks
led me to believe that with them it was
a battle of the routes, and not a question
of the justification or lack of
justification  for the  construetion
of the railway. If I remember righily
the member for Gascoyne said if the line
were built from the right place it would
be justifiable. Now the right place in
his opinion was from Point Sampson.
Mr. Buteher: Sampson or Balla Balla.
Mr. HUDSOX: I think the member
referred pariicularly te Point Sampson.
I remember he menlioned that place in
his speech. The line from there to Mar-
ble Bar would mean the construction of
199 miles of railway, and that will in-
volve a very large expenditure. The
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first section of the line, about 30 miles,
would he practically useless, there would
be no trade on it. That would take us
to Whim Creek. At Whim Creek, where
there is a large mine held on freehold
tenure, the position of which is uncer-
tain, the traffic would not go on the Gov-
ernment line, but would be taken to the
port of Balla Balla by the tramline
which has bheen authorised. Then it is
a question of a line from Balla Balla to
Wodgina, that is a distance of 70 miles
secording to the map, and that would
serve Wodgina only. It must stop at
Wodgina or else become a line of 200
iles in length to serve any distriet. I
have the geologieal map before me and
I say the line must stop at Wodgina if
it starts froin Balla Balla, What is the
position in regard to the line from Port
Hedland; it will not only serve the dis-
triet mentioned but it will also serve
Wodgina, beecause the first 30 miles is
over sand and the cartage will be materi-
ally deereased by the railway and the
people of Wodgina wiil be able to reach
the main line by a distanee of 40 or 50
miles, which over good country would not
be any great trouble. A great deal has
been said about this being barren country,
and that there is no feed from Port Hed-
land to Marble Bar. From Port Hed-
land to Wodgina there is pood feed, and
the proof of that is this; there the car-
riers and coaches do not have to cart
fodder for the horses, the feed is on the
road. The horses are let go and Lhey
feed, there must be something to eat;
there is the spinifex and I helieve there
is grass. The faet that there is feed
along the route is an indieation of good
country. Having good ecountry that will
feed teams between Woadgina and the
‘proposed route of this line, T say the
Wodgina tinfield will be served by the
Port Hedland line. The member for
Gascoyne said the Nullagine distriet
would not he served by this railway. He
might just as well say that the line to
Cue was no henefit to Cue, and that the
line to Nannine was no benefit to the
Maces beyond. Is is just as absurd to
say that as anything clse.  The cost of
cartage to the field is one of the difficul-
ties that commends the line to the House.
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I was informed that ihe cost of cartage
from Port Hedland to Mosquito Creek
is bhetween £20 to £25 a ton, making
mining praetically impéssible. I know
some of the difficulties niners have to
contend with in outback ‘places, 100 to
120 miles from a railway line, and I say
miuers at one time had to contend with
£20 a ton cartage, which was gradually
reduced to £10 a ton, and at £10 a ton
mines that could not possibly be worked
are now being taken up, eapital is being
put into them, and they ave being
worked at a profit. The fact that men
have to pay as mueh as 358s. a ton for
erushing in the Marble Bar distriet shows
clearly that it will take a rich gold mine
to be worked profitably on those costs.
In fact the report of the Government
Geologist in suniming up says, and this is
not the portion read by the member for
Gascoyne—

"“The reefs, however, give every in-
dieation of being permanent, whilst the
average returns from the mines up to
the close of 1905, have been, so far as
may be judged by the figures furnished
to the Mines Iepartment, high, viz.
1.71 ounces per ton of ore milled.”

Tf the reefs have every indication of
being permanent; and the average pro-
duct from the ore being milled in the
district is a yield of nearly two ounces
a ton, and that cannot be made to pay,
the people out there deserve to be en-
couraged. There is a good outlook for
gold and the men working out in that
district, who had been working there for
years, deserve constderation at our hands.

"The question of the harbour must be left

to the responsibility of the Government.
I take it that there is no other port that
conld be taken because of the extreme
lengih of the line that would have to be
built from any other place to serve such
an area as would bhe served by the line
from Port Hedland to Marble Bar. A
good deal has been said about the line
being bnilt for the assistance of a small
hand of 1,200 people; I think they de-
serve consideration, and there seems to
he every prospect of an inerease in the
population and therefore developinent in
mining, and from what I saw on the de-
parture of a boat for that district the
L
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.other day, to my mind a great deal of
interest is being taken in the Held now
with the prospect of the building of the

raitbway. I intend to give the Bill my
sapport.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS

{Hon. J. Price) : I think the most dam-
aging speech in this debate was made by
the member for Roebourne. In view of
the extracts which the Treasurer read
from the speech of Mr. Morgans, de-
livered four years ago, and endorsed by
the member for Roebourne, that member’'s
attitude at the present time is ineom-
prehensible. I sometimes wonder what it
is that influences these tremendous
changes of opinion, for it is very evident
that four years ago that gentleman was
strongly in  favour of this partienlar
railway.

Bfr. Bath : Be careful ; you must not
throw stones about changes of opinion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
do not change my opinion so- quickly as
that, I say that changes of opinion are
desirable at times, because when a man
never changes his opinion it seems as if
he does not think muech. The Treasurer's
speech supplied most of the figures and
facts in connection with this railway,
but there are one or two points that re-
main untouched, which I may throw some
farther light upon.  First of all there
is the suitability of Port Hedland as a
harbour, which has been spoken strongly
about in the debate. Those who make
inquiries amongst shipping men will
find that Port Hedland is one of the best
of the North-West ports. The works
which the Public Works Department are
carrying out there—heacons and moor-
ings—will enable the deep water channel
to he followed into the harbour and ac-
commodation to be provided for four or
five more vessels; some £2,000 will he
spent in the extension of the harbour
works there ; but at all events until the
trade materially inereases there is no
partienlar reason why a beavy expendi-
ture should be incwrred. On the other
hand if we look at Balla Balla we have
it in evidence in the documentary reports
of the Works Depariment that in the
opininn of cne of our most able engineers
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a sum of perhaps £200,000 will be re-
guired to make a suitabie port there for
shipping. There can be no doubt that
a railway from Balla.Balla would tra-
verse more mineral country than a line
from Port Hedland, but the question of
harbour accommodation is one of material
interest in eonsidering 'this matfer. At
present anyone who has a knowledge of
shipping at all cannot help noticing the
tremendous expansion that has gone on
in connection with ont North-West ports.
The type of vessel has improved. and the
quantity of earge is monthly increas-
Ounly a month ago a ship left Fre-
mantle with the largest cargo vet taken
for the North-West,- and Port Hedland
s receiving its fair share of this expan-
gion. At the present time we know from
the shipping returns that the trade the
railway would have to deal with would be
about 7,000 tons a year. We know that
on our goldfields for every lead of
stamps going, about 100 tons of goods
are required and are earried over our
railways ; or putting it another way, for
each miner on the goldfields an extra two
tons of freight is provided for the rail-
ways. Now we c¢ome to this point :
IWhat is the reason that gold mining in
pariicular has practically ceased on the
Pilbarra goldfield ¢ If we look at the
mining returns we find that for every
ton of ore milled in this locality some
1.71 ounces of gold have heen returned ;
or to put it into shillings, about 129
shillings represents the return for every
ton of ore milled. If we compare that
with the returns for the vears 1905 and
1906 for the whole State, we find that for
1905 for every ton of ore milled the re-
turn was 58.51 shillings ; while for 1906
the return was 50.54 shillings for every
ton of ore milled. If a return of 50
shillings for each ton of ore milled
has paid the whole State, how is that
mining has practieally ceased in this dis-
trict with a return of 129 shillings per
ton for each ton of ore treated? The rea-
son iz not far fo seek; the extremely
heavy charges in the way of freighis and
so on have made profitable gold mining at
all events an utter impossibility. T have
friends inferested in many shows that
have ceased working when the returns

/
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have been at least an ounce and a half
to the ton. If we have a district like
this capable of expansion in the direction
of gold mining, with very profitable and
important fields opened up for tin, and
a distriet employing some 600 men,
surely any Government would bhe wanting
in that sense of responsibility which is
due from it so far as every attemn.t at
development of this country is concerned,
in refusing to tackle this -uwstica, or to
approach it ¥ [Mr. Johnson : We will
pass the Bill for you if you give us a
chance.] I hope you wi'l. T do not want
to weary this House in speaking, because
I feel in a way that I am almost whipping
a dead horse. Members have suggested
they should have a select committee.
Good heavens! We already sent five or
six men there to report on this particular
project. How many more select com-
miitees are we to have? They are pro-
posed on every possible occasion. [Mr.
Daglish :  That party took no evi-
dence and brought back no report.] I
believe at all events they made a report
which probably the member for Subiaco
has read, and I trust with a eonsiderable
amount of profit. Doubtless this report
to some extent will influence his judg-
ment in connection with this Bill; hut it
seems a favourite practice whatever comes
before this House to suggest a seleet com-
mittee. So far as the Government are
concerned they are game to take responsi-
hilities in this matter. We bhelieve that
in this particular country there is a fair
field for development by railway exten-
sion ; for that reason the Bill has been
brought in; and now everyone must ad-
mit is a particularly opportune time to
make an attempt to develop the couniry
by means of a railway. We are seeking
an outlet for a considerable amount of
labour ;- and if, as 1 honestly be-
lieve, this railway develops the mining
resources of the North-West, it will do
something at all events to provide employ-
ment for a considevable number of men
who at present need it. [Mr. Angwin :
You admit there is a number of men out
of employment?] I never knew a time
when there were not men out of employ-
ment; there are always unfortunate men,

and I admit that so far as the hig cities’
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are coneerned perhaps there are more men,
unemployed than is usual. Perhaps if
these people were more energetic and did
not stick to the town so muech most of
them ¢ould find employment. I trust that
if this line is built and the country opened
up they will find employment there. No
doubt the railway will be the means of
creating a demand for labour, and men
will step in and fill the gap. I have mueh
pleasure in supporting this Bill.

Mr. H. DAGLISH (Suabiaco) : I de-
sire to add only one word in conneection
with this measure, and that is, that in
my opinion the same argument can be
used against it as applied in regard to
other measures that'have been sabmitted,
that the House has not been favoured
with sufficient authoritative information,
and that we are asked to vote publie
funds without being enabled, by the
supply of sufficient data, to judge the
result of the expenditure. I have urged
this in regard to other railway propo-
sitions before this House, that we need
something somewhal on the lines of the
committees that have heen adopted in the
Kastern States, in two of them at all
events, to report om all impori-
ant public vndertakings before they are
embarked on, committees that t{ake
evidence before they submit a report, I
do not allege that this railway may not
prove a paying proposition. It may
prove a paying proposition,- it may be
the best route, it may, if passed, lead
to the greatest development of the North-
West country; but the evidence before us
is not sufficient to prove that it will do
so; and until that evidenee is supplied,
the House should not be asked to commit
the country to the expenditure. For that
reason, 1 at the present moment think
that insafficient evidence has heen brought
forward o justify the House accepting
the route, or indeed aceepting the mea-
sure at all; and T would again take the
opportunity of appealing to the Govern-
ment to do something in the direction of
establishing either a standing committee
or an advisory hoard for the purpose of
reporting on all these enterprises to en-
able the House to pass a judgment which
shall not be based, as some members ad-
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vorating this measure advise us, on what
thev regard, after seeing the eountry, as
being a gamble that is likely to turn out
successfully. [The Minister for Works:
There was only one member said that.}
Two members alleged that other railway
‘gambles had proved prosperous, had led
to great development of our mining re-
sources, therefore this new gamble should
be adopted. I contend that avgument
should not be submitted to this House,
and in any case we should have an in-
quiry before any of these railways are
agreed to. I am not urging it more in
regard to this than in regard to other
railways that follow if. Just as I am
wrging it now I urged it last year in
regard tc the agricultural railways.
This ¢ountry is launching out very heavily
in rallway expenditure without having
the best guarantee that we shall obtain
that return in the way of development
we have a right to expect from the
heavy expenditure of loan funds in-
volved.
Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Marriage Act Amendment; 2, Police
Torce Consolidation ; received from the
Legistative Council.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10.33 o'clock
until the next Tuesday,
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Aegislative Council,
Tuesday, 20th August, 1907,

- Paok

Election Return ...
Motion: Agriculturul Railways, to Inquire, de-

bate resumed .., .
Billa: Police Oifences {consolidation), Com. re-

Bunkers' Cheq'ﬁ'es. g, moved ...
Statistics, Assembly's Amendment

838 2 £

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

ELECTION RETURN, EAST PRO-
VINCE. '

The PRESIDENT announced the re-
turn of writ for the election of a mem-
ber for the East Provinee in the place of
the Hon. C. E. Dempster, deceased ; show-
ing that the Hon. George Throssell had
been duly elected.

The Hon. G. Throssell took the ocath
and subseribed the roil,

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Colonial Secretary: Fremantle
Harbour Trust, Annual Report to 30th
June, 1907,

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL RAIL-
WAYS, COMMISSION TO INQUIRE.

Debate resumed from the 14th August,
on the motion by the Hon. J. W. Wrigh!
for a Royal Commission to inquire into
the construction of the Goomalling-
Dowerin, Wagin-Dumbleyung, and Kat-
anning-Kojonap Railways.

" The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): While the Government
are always desirous of offering every
facility for inguiring inte any public
works by Royal Commission or otherwise,
I think the House will readily agree with
me that Mr. Wright has not put up a
sufficient ease in this instance to justify
our agreeing to the appointment of a
Royal Commission. The only contention
of the hon. member was that these rail-
ways could have been constructed eheaper
by the contract system than by the de-



